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RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE ebrus BRETHREN TO BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM
Bible Class N/A
Announcements Richard Melson

Attendance AM 49
Attendance PM N/A Opening Prayer Patrick Cook
Wednesday PM N/A Song Leader Michael Blanks, Jr.

PRAYER REQUESTS Lead Lord’s Supper | patrick Thomas

Prayer for Health: Patrick and Penny Cook
(COVID) at home; Walter Tolley at home (colon
cancer & CHF); Richard Melson, Jr. (pneumonia);
Jerry Thomas; Otis & Glenda Adair, Richard Melson,
Dollie Jones, Jack and Carlene Harley; Johnny and
Lenora Vance family; Priscilla Bogan; Tally Poole
(knee); John Thomas, Jr. (COVID19 in the hospital
near Cincinnati); William Bogan broke a bone in
right foot

Prayer: Richard Melson, Jr. Patrick Thomas (work)
Traveling: Norris Cole, 1I;

Prayers: Norris Cole, II;

Repentance:

Baptism:

Sympathy: Family of Frank Brock—death of his
grandson Kyle Tibbs in Minnesota on Thursday;
Naree Poole (niece in Detroit and nephew in
Cleveand)

Birthdays: February—4 Betty Blakley, 13— Tena
Eslick, 14— Lori Phillips, 16-G.Frank Brock, 18—
Katherine Willis, 21-Catherine Anderson, Jerry
Thomas, 22-Brenda Wiley

Volume 02

Server 1 Anthony Grigsby
Server 2 Mike Mamula
Scripture Reader Denzil Turner, llI
Sermon Richard Melson

Prayer for Responses | Richard Melson

Closing Prayer Frank Brock

A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer

“Pray without ceasing”

1 Thessalonians 5:17

TO OUR VISITORS

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Needmore Road church of Christ
PO Box 13963
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998
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. Visit our website at www.thelordsway.com/needmoreroad
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com

Fax: (937) 401-0286

Meeting Location:
2211 Needmore Rd
Dayton, OH 45414

Schedule of
Services

Sunday

Worship 10:30 A.M.

1st Sunday
No 4:30 PM service

Wednesday
Bible Study

Preachers
Richard D. Melson
937-321-3973

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com

Walter Tolley
937-238-7752
walt944@aol.com

Ministers
All Members

Supporting

®  Christian Courier on
The Web

®  Southwest School of
Bible Studies: Austin,
TX

®  Memphis School of
Preaching

®  Greater Midwest

Lectureship Dayton,
OH
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JONAH

Phil Grear

During the reign of King Jeroboam Il of Israel, God sent Jonah to the Assyrian capitol,
Nineveh, to warn of their coming destruction. His deep patriotism, added to his national
hatred of the dreaded Assyrians, prompted him to run from the assignment. Jonah was
afraid the people of Nineveh would heed his preaching and repent, and then God would
spare them. He was one of the few preachers God ever sent out who hoped his audience
would not heed his preaching. He is the only minor prophet quoted by Jesus (Matthew
12:38-41; Luke 11:29-32).

It is sad when a preacher allows his personal prejudices and attitudes to interfere with his
responsibility to proclaim God's word. God's prophet, Jonah, was guilty of this. He did not
like his assighment to warn Nineveh of com in g punishment due to her wickedness.
Nineveh was the capitol of Assyria, Israel's worst enemy, and so Jonah liked the idea of her
destruction because of God's wrath. Instead of going east to Nineveh as God had directed,
he went west to Joppa and booked passage on a ship sailing lor Tarshish. Tarshish, in
modern day Spain, was as far from Nineveh as one could get in Jonah's day. He was going
"from the presence of the LORD" (1:3). God responded by sending a terrible storm that
threatened to destroy the ship and crew. By casting lots, the sailors identified Jonah as the
source of their problem (1:7). When he confessed to running away from God, they
reluctantly threw him overboard, and the "sea ceased from its raging" (1:15). Jonah found
himself swallowed by a great fish prepared by God and spent three days and nights in the
fish's belly (1:17).

From deep in the fish's belly Jonah cried to God for help. "l cried out to the LORD because
of my affliction, and He answered me" (2:2). He was confident of God's rescue. "I have
been cast out of Your sight; yet | will look again toward Your holy temple." (2:4) He
promised to do as God commanded (2:9). So, the Lord caused the fish to vomit Jonah upon
dry land (2:10).

God then gave Jonah a second chance. Repeating his original instructions, he told Jonah,
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that | tell you." (3:2)
This time Jonah obeyed and proclaimed God's warning to the city. "Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!" (3:4). To Jonah's dismay the people "believed God,
proclaimed a fast, and put-on sackcloth, from the greatest Lo the least of them" (3:5). Their
repentance worked. "God repented from the disaster that He had said He would bring
upon them, and He did not do it" (3:10).

God'’s decision not to destroy Nineveh greatly angered Jonah. The last thing he wanted was
for Nineveh to be spared. This was why he had fled to Tarshish in the first place (4:2). He
was so angry at God’s decision that he actually prayed to die (4:3). Still hoping for

(Continued on page 3)



I February 7, 2021

EDIFIER

Page 2

Words of Wisdom For Youth ... 1

Bateful

In the 1828 Dictionary by Noah Webster, he defines bateful
as “contentious; given to strife; exciting contention.” It
does not sound like | would want to be described as bateful.

Evidently some individuals are bateful. The Bible warns
about being this kind of person. God does not like that kind
of person. In the second chapter of Romans Paul states that
certain individuals will have God’s judgment come down
upon them. In verse eight, he says that those who do not
obey the truth, those that obey unrighteousness,
indignation and wrath will bring wrath upon themselves. He
also says contentious people will have the same end.

Proverbs 26:21, states, “As coals are to burning coals, and
wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife.” The
bateful person will make situations worse than they need to
be. Just like throwing wood on a fire will make the fire
bigger and hotter, the bateful person will take a stressful
situation and make it become a situation of great strife. In
James 3:14-16, we find out that a person with this attitude
does not have the wisdom from heaven. God says a person
like this should not be proud of his actions. Instead a person
should do their very best to control such thoughts and the
tongue which speaks what the mind is thinking.

Do not be a bateful person. Control yourself. Control your
tongue. Be a person of peace. And if any of this is hard to
understand, ask an adult to help you.
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Jonah

Timothy 4:12

I’m responsible for where I drop
those blocks

“I've got a right to do what | want to do!” How many
have ever said that? How many Christians have ever said
that? But, give this some thought. Even if something is
not necessarily a sin, does that mean I've got a “right” to
do it? One question | must always ask myself is: “What
impact will this decision have on others, especially upon
my fellow Christians?”

In the first-century church, something as simple as
whether to eat certain meats was causing a rift in the
church. Christians were certainly at “liberty” (1 Cor. 8:9)
to eat any meat provided by God (1 Tim. 4:3-5)—it was
their “right.” But they needed to be aware of how their
actions looked to others. Paul said, “Do not destroy with
your food the one for whom Christ died...nor do
anything by which your brother stumbles” (Rom.
14:15, 21).

Fellow Christian, the choices we make are seen by and

affect each other. Let us “resolve...not to put a stumbling

block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way” (Rom.
14:13).

David Sproule

Thought for the Day

"SALVATIONIS
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Melson’s Musings ...

& (Continued from page 1)

Nineveh’s ultimate destruction, he went and sat under a
“booth” east of the city “till he might see what would
become of the city" (4:5). God then used a gourd plant
as an object lesson to his reluctant prophet. When Jonah
became upset over the death of the gourd, God told him
that the people of Nineveh were far more valuable than
a gourd.

Jonah was a reluctant prophet who had to learn what a
soul means to God. To Jonah, the Ninevites were an
enemy to be destroyed before they destroyed Israel.
God saw them as valuable treasures made in his own
image. Jonah's personal prejudices could not be allowed
to interfere with God's attempt to save his people.
Jonah needed to learn the same lesson as Peter several
centuries later. "In truth | perceive that God shows no
partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and
works righteousness is accepted by Him." (Acts 10:34-
35)

May we learn to look beyond our own prejudices and
see people as God sees them - eternal souls to be saved
regardless of skin color or nationality. <~

Preach God’s Message
The Lord commanded the prophet Jonah to “Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message
that | tell you” (3:2). The prophet of Jehovah is to
proclaim only the message that God gives.

Jonah was a Hebrew patriot, a proclaimer of
nationalism, but was to be foremost a prophet of
Jehovah (2 Kings 14:25).

Very important in the Lord's plan were "my servants the
prophets" (Jer. 7:25), "the messengers of God', (2 Chr.
36:15-16). Primarily they were sent to Israel, but several
had divine messages for the heathen nations. Though
Jeremiah did much preaching to Judah, yet the Lord had
told him, | have appointed thee a prophet unto the
nations ... (Jer. 1:5,10; cf. Jer. 25:15f.).

Every spokesman for God, in whatever dispensation
must faithfully carry out the charge. The preacher and
teacher of the Christian age should learn from the Old
Testament prophets, the responsibility and joy of
carrying out the will of God in speaking as the oracles of
God (1 Pet. 4:11). What is needed today, just as in the
day of Jonah is the message that God’s gives. The word
of God, must be preached for the gospel is the only
power to save man(Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:18-25). RDM &~

The World of Jonah
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For a schedule of programs visit them at
www.thegospelradionetwork.org

NEWS AND NOTES

e Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://

gbntv.org/ ;kibbystreetcoc.org ; http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak)

e View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
e Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.
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GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30

The Gospel Must Be Heard - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16
Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38
Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18
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