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RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE ) 4 BRETHREN TO | BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM
Bible Class N/A
Announcements Richard Melson

Attendance AM 65
Attendance PM N/A Opening Prayer Norris Cole
Wednesday PM N/A Song Leader Patrick Cook

PRAYER REQUESTS Lead Lord’s Supper | patrick Thomas

Prayer for Health: Walter Tolley at home (colon
cancer & CHF); Jerry Thomas; Otis & Glenda Adair,
Richard Melson, Dollie Jones, Jack and Carlene
Harley; William & Priscilla Bogan; Tally Poole (knee);
Norris Cole (eye surgery on 24th)

Prayer: Richard Melson, Jr. Patrick and Ashley
Thomas (work)

Traveling: Norris Cole, Il; Valerie Melson; Frank
Brock; Victoria Dudley; Ashley Thomas

Prayers: Norris Cole, II;

Repentance:

Baptism:

Sympathy: Family of Jerry Thomas—death of his
brother John, Jr.; Family of Frank Brock—death of
his grandson Kyle Tibbs in Minnesota

Birthdays: February—4 Betty Blakley, 13— Tena
Eslick, 14— Lori Phillips, 16-G.Frank Brock, 18—
Katherine Willis, 21-Catherine Anderson, Jerry
Thomas, 22-Brenda Wiley

Anniversaries—

Volume 02

Server 1

James Grigsby

Server 2

Denzil Turner, llI

Scripture Reader

Anthony Grigsby

Sermon

Richard Melson

Prayer for Responses

Richard Melson

Closing Prayer

Michael Blanks, Jr

A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer

“Pray without ceasing”

1 Thessalonians 5:17

TO OUR VISITORS

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Needmore Road church of Christ
PO Box 13963
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998
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Visit our website at www.thelordsway.com/needmoreroad
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com

Fax: (937) 401-0286

Meeting Location:
2211 Needmore Rd
Dayton, OH 45414

Schedule of
Services

Sunday

Worship 10:30 A.M.

1st Sunday
No 4:30 PM service

Wednesday
Bible Study

Preachers
Richard D. Melson
937-321-3973

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com

Walter Tolley
937-238-7752
walt944@aol.com

Ministers
All Members

Supporting

®  Christian Courier on
The Web

®  Southwest School of
Bible Studies: Austin,
TX

®  Memphis School of
Preaching

®  Greater Midwest

Lectureship Dayton,
OH
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AMOS

Phil Grear

During the reign of King Jeroboam Il of Israel, a rugged, plainspoken prophet came up
from the harsh, desolate country surrounding the little village of Tekoa in Judah. He was
sent by God to rebuke the idolatry and immorality of the nation of Israel. He had a
scathing rebuke for those who were wallowing in the lap of luxury while ignoring the
warnings of God. He was an outsider who preached an unpopular message, and so his
preaching was rejected.

During the reign of King Joash God sent his prophet Amos to warn Isl-ael of coming
punishment. Amos was not a prophet by profession but, instead, was a “sheep breeder
and a tender of sycamore fruit” from the rugged mountain country_south of Jerusalem.
Israel had enjoyed several decades of peace and had developed great material prosperity
which, unfortunately, also brought sin and decadence.

Using the formula "For three transgressions, and for four ...” he calls Israel's neighbors into
account for their sins. But Israel is his true concern, so, using the same “For three
transgressions, and for four ...” he turns his prophetic guns upon her. He chastises Israel
for greed, immorality, and drunkenness. (2:6-8) They had told God's prophets not to
prophesy (2:12). They enjoyed their easy life and didn't want any talk of moral
responsibility.

“Hear this word,” Amos pleads with them as he begins to reveal Israel's coming fate. “I
will punish you for all your iniquities”(3:2). Due to their idolatry, God would destroy the
nation, including the wealthy families who thought they were above God's law (3:14).

“Hear this word,” Amos pleads as he scolds the lazy, indulgent women of Israel. He rebukes
these as “cows of Bashan” (4:1) and warns that their selfish seeking of their own material
comforts at the expense of the poor would result in horrible punishment. Their city would
be destroyed by an invading army, and they would “go out at the breaches, every cow at
that which is before her” (4:3).

God had called Israel through famine and drought, crop failure, pestilence, and war. (4:6-
10) “Yet you have not returned to me, saith the Lord.” So now it was time to prepare to
meet their God (4:11-12).

“Hear this word,” says Amos as he begins a funeral dirge over Israel's fate. “The virgin of
Israel is fallen; she shall rise no more” (5:2). He pronounces a “woe” on those who desire
the “day of the Lord”, because it would actually be a day of punishment they could not
esca pe. It would be like fleeing from a lion and running into a bear, then going home,

(Continued on page 3)
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Words of Wisdom For Youth ... 1

Besottedly

Noah Webster, in his 1828 Dictionary, defined besottedly as
“in a foolish manner.” The word is an adverb. It would not
be a very good thing to be told by God that you are acting
foolishly.

In 1 Corinthians 3:18-20, Paul tells us that the ‘wisdom of
this world is foolishness with God.” This means that if a
person attempts to be wise without considering what God
has to say on that subject, one is foolish. And if one acts on
that so-called wisdom, one is acting besottedly. God says
such wisdom is vain or empty.

In Titus 3, there are things that all of us are told to do if we
are to live for Christ. The author says that those in the First
Century were at one time foolish and deceived. They acted
with hate, envy, and selfishness. Thus, they were acting
besottedly until they became Christians.

The writer of Ecclesiastes stated that a poor and wise child
is better than an old and foolish King (4:5). This is because
the old King who acts besottedly refuses to listen to
admonition. He will refuse to be corrected. God wants a
tender heart that is willing to learn how to be wise or wiser.

The prophet Jeremiah warned the Israelites of impending
judgment. He kept warning the people that unless they
turned from their wicked ways they would be punished. In
4:22, he says the people are foolish and have no
understanding. So, if we act besottedly and refuse to listen
to God, we also will be punished.

Learn all you can from the Bible. Do not act besottedly.
Obey God. Act wisely. And if any of this is hard to
understand, ask an adult to help you.
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A three legged STAND

Most physicists will tell you that a three-legged stand is
more stable than a four-legged stand, for the points of
the three legs form a single plane and it will not wobble.
That’s why microphone stands, speaker stands, camera
stands (tripods) all have three legs.

Did you know that God gave us a three-legged stand
also? He must know what we need to remain stable in
life. Look in Ephesians 6:11-14, and you’ll find three
stands.

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Want to be able
to stand against the devil? You’d better listen to God!

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.” Want to be able to stand during
tough times? Listen to God!

God commands us, “Stand therefore...” These three

stands will keep us stable!

David Sproule
Thought for the Day

SALVATION IS

Timothy 4:12
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Melson’s Musings ... THE STRUCTURE OF AMOS
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He also pronounces a “woe” on those who are “at ease
in Zion.” (6 :1) He condemns them for lounging around The Divided Kingdom

in wealth and luxury, as though life would go on this
way forever. They had “put far away the evil day” (6:3)
but would be among the first to go captive. (6:7)

Amos intercedes on Israel's behalf, asking, “O Lord, God,
forgive | beseech thee” (7:2). Then God shows Amos a
plumb line and indicates that Israel does not measure
up, and punishment is sure. “l will not pass by them
anymore” (7:8). Like a basket of summer fruit, Israel is
ready for harvest.

They had “swallowed up the needy,” “falsified the
scales,” and cheated the poor, all the while professing
great religious interest (8:4-6). But God was not fooled
by their hypocrisy. “Surely | will never forget any of
their works” (8:7). They would suffer a great spiritual
famine. (8:11)

But Israel would know prosperity again. God promised,
“I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob” (9:8) but
would “bring again the captivity of my people of
Israel” (9:14). These blessings are realized in the New
Testament age (Acts 15: 15-17). Amos has much to say
to our own nation today. &~

ISRAEL AND JUDAH—
THE DIVIDED
KINGDOM

What shere have we in

We have no inheritance
in the son of Jesse.

Every man to your
tents, O Israel!

—2 Chr. 10:16.
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O Capital Cities

For a schedule of programs visit them at
www.thegospelradionetwork.org

NEWS AND NOTES

e Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://

gbntv.org/ ;kibbystreetcoc.org ; http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak)

e View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
e Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.

* & & o o o

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30

The Gospel Must Be Heard - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16
Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38
Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18
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