
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health: Florine Thomas; Walter Tolley 
(home); Diane Cole (Norris) [Surgery 4/15]; Jim 
Thomas ; Richard Melson, Dollie Jones, Carlene 
Harley; Billy Robbins; Glenna Adair   

Prayer:     
Traveling: Norris Cole, II;  

Prayers:  
Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy: Penny Cook; Marie Tolley 

Birthdays: April—8 Beulah Farmer; 12 Diane Cole 
(Lyle); 23 Norris Cole; 23-Samule Jones, Jr.; 25 
Carolyn Johnson; 30 Gladys Chittick;  
Anniversaries— 1 Otis & Glenna Adair; C.D.& Judy 
Arnett 
Ladies Reading Group:  
Men’s Meeting: Saturday May 1, 2021 @ 9:00 AM 
in the auditorium 
Potters Children Home: Commodity: Froot Loop 
Cereal, Instant Oatmeal, Italian dressing and 
Marshmallows. Pick up April 20 
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at www.thelordsway.com/needmoreroad 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

 Bible Class  35 

Attendance AM 73 

Attendance PM 27 

Wednesday PM 37 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

April 18 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Opening Prayer Jerry Thomas Walter Tolley 

Song Leader Michael Blanks, Jr Jerry Thomas 

Lead Lord’s Supper Lyle Cole Lyle Cole 

Server 1 Mike Mamula Mike Mamula 

Server 2 James Grigsby James Grigsby 

Scripture Reader Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Closing Prayer Patrick Thomas Jerry Thomas 

 Greeter Richard Melson, Jr. Richard Melson, Jr. 

 Greeter     

Phil Grear 
 
Nahum, whose name means “comfort”, certainly had no message of comfort for the 
Assyrian capitol of Nineveh. Although Nineveh had repented at the preaching of Jonah a 
century before, the reform had not lasted, and  now God's punishment was  certain.  
Nahum's prophecy was given just a few  years before the great city met its final doom. 
Nineveh's wickedness and cruelty had passed the point of no return. God would settle 
accounts with her. 
 
Every generation must be taught the way of God. In no place is this better illustrated than 
in the book of Nahum. Only about a century before, Jonah had completed his successful 
preaching trip to Nineveh that resulted in the city's turning to God. “So the people of 
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them even to the least of them.” (Jonah 3:5) In just a couple of generations Nineveh had 
returned to her old ways to the extent that God could no longer tolerate their   
wickedness. So he sent his prophet, Nahum, to warn Nineveh of her coming destruction. 
 
Nahum  begins by decreeing Nineveh's destruction in  frightening terms.  She has refused 
God and is to be punished for her wickedness. “The Lord revengeth and is furious” (1:2). 
He is slow to anger but “will not acquit the wicked” (1:3). It is true that he is a “stronghold 
in the day of trouble” to those who trust in him (1:7), but he will deal severely with those 
who do not. He will “make an utter end” (1:9) of Nineveh because of her arrogant 
wickedness. (Nineveh was so completely destroyed that Alexander the  Great  marched 
over her location three hundred years later without realizing it. Her ruins were not 
discovered until 1841.) God promises to break Nineveh's yoke off the neck of her enemies 
(1:13). There was good news for his people, Judah. They would once again be able to 
celebrate their religious festivals. “Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publish peace ...  for  the wicked shall no more pass through 
thee; he is utterly cut off” (1:15). 
 
In chapter two Nahum describes Nineveh's destruction, and it is not pleasant. Nineveh 
was about to face complete military destruction. The chariots of her enemies would fill her 
streets as “flaming torches” (2:3). They would be so numerous they would “jostle one 
against another in the broad ways” (2:4). Nineveh's army would “haste to the wall” and 
prepare the defenses (2:5),  but it would  be to no avail. The palace itself would be 
destroyed (2:6), and the people would flee away and not look back (2:8). They would suffer 
pain as though attacked by a raging lion (2:11-12). “Behold, I am against thee,” God tells 
Nineveh (2:13), and no civilization can withstand that. 
 
The final chapter of  Nahum's  little  book reveals  the  sins which  made  Nineveh deserving 
of her horrible fate. She was “full of lies and robbery” (3:1). Violence was a way of life.  She 

(Continued on page 3) 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Fax: (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

4:30 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday 
No 4:30 PM service 

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

  
Preachers 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

Walter Tolley 
937-238-7752 

walt944@aol.com 
 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Supporting 

• Christian Courier  on 
The Web 

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship Dayton, 
OH 

• Potter Children's Home 

NAHUM AN INTRODUCTION 
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Developing Workers 
 
 

In every congregation there appears to be a noticeable 

difference between the number of people who attend 

regularly and the number of people who are actively 

involved in the work of that congregation. While internal 

motivation certainly plays a key role in creating this 

chasm, it is unlikely that it is totally responsible. There are, 

I am convinced, many people who would like to be more 

involved but that simply do not know HOW to become 

more involved or do not believe that they possess the 

skills to merit BEING involved. Therefore, we must 

consider both these areas if we are to develop 

congregational workers.  

 

To some degree, there is no way to force a person to 

become motivated. Yet, the gospel itself, when preached 

and appreciated, is all the motivation any of us should 

require (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:14). But this is not 

enough by itself. We must develop an interest in the work 

of the local congregation, and that means that we need to 

“talk up” our interest. It is no wonder that others are not 

motivated to work when they overhear some of the less 

than enthusiastic comments made by those who are 

currently working (Phil. 2:14). Thus, to develop interest in 

others we must demonstrate interest ourselves. 

Furthermore, we must understand that many spiritual 

skills—visitation, evangelism, teaching, shepherding, 

leading in worship, etc.—require training to develop those 

skills. 

 

In the process of training people to work, we must also be 

developing opportunities for them to use those newly 

acquired skills. Sometimes older Christians hold on to a 

role a younger Christian could do instead of giving it up 

and developing themselves to address more difficult tasks.  

 

Every congregation needs workers—people who will 

commit to being actively involved in the spiritual work of 

the congregation—day in, day out (1 Cor. 15:58). But 

workers are not born; they are developed (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 

Pet. 3:18; 2 Tim. 2:2). 
  

- Kevin Rhodes 
 
 

Are you a black Christian or a 

white Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our society is doing its very best to divide people, to 
force everyone into one-side-versus-the-other-side, to 
stir up hatred toward others, and to punish anyone 
who has “a differing opinion” on something. Brother 
and sister in Christ, people in our country are trying to 
get you to see everything and everyone through the 
lens of someone’s skin pigmentation. Brethren, please 
don’t be drawn into man’s way of identifying, 
evaluating and treating others. We must remain strong 
and strive to identify, evaluate and treat others AS 
CHRIST DOES! 
 
As Christians, we wear a name that is not “black” or 
“white”! In Christ, those identities have been stripped 
away! In the first-century church, there were no 
“Jewish Christians” or “Gentile Christians”—to divide 
and differentiate between two ethnicities (Gal. 
3:28)! There were only CHRISTIANS! That’s the only 
identity that matters! Friend, you need to decide “if 
you are Christ’s” (Gal. 3:29) or not. Those who “are 
Christ’s” are only concerned about how He identifies, 
evaluates and treats others (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Heb. 
2:9; Acts 10:34-35; 1 Tim. 2:4)!     

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 

  

 

  

April 18, 2021                                                                             EDIFIER                                                                               Page 3 

Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); www.thegospelradionetwork.org  

• View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am  Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

was full of harlotry and witchcraft (3:4). Again, God says “I 
am against thee” (3:5).  She would fare no better  than the 
great city of No (Thebes) in Egypt.  No thought  herself  
invincible, counting on the  help  of  her  Ethiopian  allies. 
“Yet she was carried away, she went into captivity” (3:10).  
Nineveh  faced  the  same doom. “The gates of the  land 
shall be set wide open unto thine enemies” (3:13). No 
amount of preparation for battle would save her (3:14-
15). God had decreed her  destruction, and “there is no 
healing of thy bruise” (3:19). 
 
The story of Nineveh's doom as prophesied by Nahum 
teaches us three lessons. (1) A nation built on cruelty and 
conquest will herself meet a cruel fate.  (2) God  will not  
tolerate cruelty and wickedness among any people. (3) 
Every generation must be taught the will of God. Nineveh 
had  listened  to Jonah  and  repented, but in the very next 
century she had departed from righteousness to the  
point that her doom was sealed. 
 
May we carefully instruct the next generation in the way 
of righteousness.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

New Weekly Devotional Message 
I have started a weekly devotional call, entitled A Minute 
with Melson. This is a brief devotional message that will 
be sent on every Wednesday morning. I pray that this will 
be an encouragement to you in the middle of the week. 

 

STUDIES FROM THE QUESTION BOX 
I am starting a monthly session called, Studies from The 
Question Box. There are 4x6 cards for you to write Bible 
questions which I will endeavor to answer these during 
the evening service each 4th Sunday beginning in April. 
The questions should be yours, not intended to get back 
at someone, but designed for the purpose of growing 
spiritually.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE STRUCTURE OF NAHUM 

The Verdict of 
Vengeance    

The Vision of 
Vengeance  

The Vindication of 
Vengeance 

Judgment on 
Nineveh Declared 

Ch.1 

Judgment on 
Nineveh Described 

Ch. 2 

Judgment on 
Nineveh Defended 

Ch. 3 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let

