
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health: Myra Baker and family; Debbie 
Reynolds; Ruby and Clifford Holt; Judy Arnett; 
Florine Thomas; Walter Tolley; Diane Cole (Norris); 
Katherine Willis; Richard Melson, Dollie Jones, 
Carlene Harley;    

Prayer:     
Traveling: Norris Cole, II;  

Prayers:  
Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy:  

Birthdays: June— 2 Alyse Poole;  

Anniversaries — 23—Jack and Carlene Harley 
Ladies Reading Group:  June 18 at 6:00 PM via 
ZOOM. Chapters 25-27 
Men’s Meeting: Saturday July 3, 2021 @ 9:00 AM in 
the auditorium 
Potters Children Home:  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at www.thelordsway.com/needmoreroad 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

 Bible Class  22 

Attendance AM 63 

Attendance PM 21 

Wednesday PM 25 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

June 06 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Announcements Patrick Thomas Richard Melson 

Opening Prayer Walter Tolley Walter Tolley 

Song Leader Michael Blanks Jerry Thomas 

Lead Lord’s Supper Alfred Willis Alfred Willis 

Server 1 Mike Mamula Mike Mamula 

Server 2 Denzil Turner, III Lyle Cole 

Scripture Reader James Grigsby Norris Cole 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Closing Prayer Jerry Thomas Frank Brock 

 Greeter Richard Melson, Jr. Richard Melson, Jr. 

 Greeter     

Phil Grear 
 
 
Habakkuk's name  means  "embrace," but beyond that we know nothing of his personal 
life . There are unsubstantiated legends, but none that can be taken seriously. He wrote just 
before the Babylonian invasion of Judah. (Approximately 605 B.C.) He struggles with the 
age-old question of why God tolerates sin in the world. 
 
Habakkuk is not mentioned outside the book that bears his name, and nothing is known of 
his personal life. He deals with a profound question that has concerned man since the 
beginning of time. He struggles with why evil appears to prosper and righteousness does 
not. 
 
The first two chapters record a conversation with God in which Habakkuk expresses his 
distress due to the wickedness  that  is prevalent in his native Judah. Sin, "plundering and 
violence", strife and contention are commonplace (1:3). Why does not God do something 
about it? "The law is powerless, and justice never goes forth." Things are not what they 
should be. "For the wicked surround the righteous; therefore perverse  judgment 
proceeds" (1:4). 
 
God   explains that He is going to punish Judah, but in a way that will  amaze  Habakkuk. 
"Be  utterly  astounded! For I will work a work in your days  which  you  would not believe, 
though it were told you" (1:5). "For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty 
nation" (1:6). Judah will not be able to stand against the destruction and suffering the 
Chaldeans (Babylonians) will bring. 
 
Habakkuk does not understand how God can use the Chaldeans to punish Judah. After all, 
they are more wicked than Judah. "Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, and 
hold Your tongue when the wicked devours a person more righteous than he?" (1:13). It 
makes no sense to Habakkuk,  but he decides to wait patiently for God's answer (2:1). 
 
God assures Habakkuk he knows what he is doing. Habakkuk is to write his vision so plainly 
that "he may run who reads it" (2:2).  It is true the Chaldeans will appear to be victorious. 
"He gathers to himself all nations and heaps up for himself all peoples" (2:6).  Only those 
whose faith is in God will survive the onslaught (2:4). But Chaldea's victory is only 
temporary. "Because you have plundered many nations, all the remnant of the people shall 
plunder you" (2:8).  God would punish them for their greed (2:9), violence (2:2), and 
immorality (2:15-16). Habakkuk is to learn that God knows what He is doing. He is to 
recognize that "the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before 
Him" (2:2). 
 

(continued on Page 3) 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Fax: (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

4:30 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday 
No 4:30 PM service 

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

  
Preachers 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

Walter Tolley 
937-238-7752 

walt944@aol.com 
 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Supporting 

• Christian Courier  on 
The Web 

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship Dayton, 
OH 

• Potter Children's Home 

HABAKKUK 



June 06, 2021                                                                           EDIFIER                                                                                      Page 2 

Self-Limiting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One day a man was watching a fisherman catch fish. He 
noticed a very curious thing about the fisherman. Each 
time he caught a fish he politely measured it and then, 
oddly enough, threw back the big ones! 
  
The man, giving in to the urge of curiosity, asked the 
fisherman why he threw the big fish back and kept only 
the smaller ones. The fisherman quickly replied, “You see, 
I have a small frying pay at home. I only keep the ones I 
can fry in it.” With that explanation, he went back to his 
fishing and the man walked away dumbfounded. 
  
How many times do we limit ourselves in the same way? 
The more logical choice for the fisherman would have 
been to get a bigger frying pan. What choices do we have? 
Do we unduly restrict ourselves because our expectations 
must be “see-able” before we can seek? 
  
Christ has told us to let our expectations be determined by 
what is “seek-able” not “see-able.” “Seek and you will 
find, for he who seeks finds” (Matthew 7:7, 8). 
  
We limit ourselves when we could have the fullness which 
Christ promised (John 10: 10). We can do greater things 
for God because Jesus has told us to replace our smallness 
with His abundance.  ~Dwight A. Albright~~  

 

 
Glenn Hitchcock 

       
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

The most underutilized gift from 

God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James reminds his readers, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above” (Jas. 1:17). Knowing that 
truth, Paul asked, “What do you have that you did not 
receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7). Everything that you have has 
been given to you by God. Unfortunately, there are 
many of these gifts that we leave unutilized or 
underutilized. At the top of that list may be…our brain. 
 
God gave a brain to each and every one of us reading 
these words. It has been estimated that the human 
brain can store 2.5 million gigabytes of information, 
and that the average brain thinks around 50,000 to 
80,000 thoughts per day. Amazing numbers! But, are 
we utilizing it? 
 
God designed our brain to consider (Psa. 119:95), to 
seek knowledge (Prov. 15:14), to study (Prov. 15:28), to 
understand (Prov. 16:16), to discern (Ecc. 8:5), to test 
(1 Thess. 5:21), to examine (2 Cor. 13:5), to reason (Isa. 
1:18), to meditate (Phil. 4:8), etc. He did not design our 
brain to follow blindly, but to search out the truth in all 
matters (Prov. 2:2-5)..     
  

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); www.thegospelradionetwork.org  

• View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am  Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Chapter three is a song of praise in which Habakkuk calls 
on God to revive his work and remember his mercy (3:2). 
God's greatness is without question. "His glory covered 
the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise" (3:3).   
His enemies could not stand before Him, as He "startled 
the nations" and scattered the mountains (3:6). Since He 
is in absolute control of creation, how could a mere nation 
of humans stand in his way as he "marched through the 
land in indignation," and "trampled the nations in 
anger" (3:6-12).  No one could stop him as "he went forth 
for the salvation" of His people (3:13). 
 
Habakkuk did not understand all the ways of God, but he 
determined to be faithful. He knew Judah would suffer 
horribly.  But even if "the fig tree may not blossom, nor 
fruit be on the vines; though  the labor of the  olive may  
fail, and the fields yield not food; though the flock may be 
cut off from the fold, and  there be no herd in the 
stalls" (3:17), he would not lose his trust in God. "Yet I will 
rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation..." 
because "The LORD God is my strength" (3:18,19). 
 
The beautiful little  book  of  Habakkuk reminds us that 
God is always in  control,  in spite of appearances. We 
may not understand when suffering and pain attack our 
work, but we can still rejoice in the Lord as the God of our 
salvation.   
 
Join us Friday, June 11 from 7:00 PM—9:00 PM at the 
building for congregational singing—The Diana Singing 
Across America! (www.thedianasinging.com/america). 
Brother Adriel Wilson from Akron will be with us as guest 
song leader. 

(continued from Page One) 

 
31st Annual Lectureship Kibby St. Church of Christ Lima, 
Ohio June 26 & 27. Theme: The Cancel Culture & The 
Christian Response.  In light of the current post-
modernistic world, this is a very important subject. 
 
There are a few copies of “Magnify His Name” the 2020 
Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship book. The cost 
of the book is $25.00. See Richard Melson. 
 
With each week that passes, we get closer to our summer 
gospel with Kevin Rhodes. Every member should be 
making plans to support the meeting each night. God has 
blessed us to come out of the pandemic and this will be a 
great opportunity for rebuilding, renewing, and reviving 
ourselves in the Lord.  Please continue pray for our 
upcoming gospel meeting with Kevin Rhodes. Before you 
know it, July 11th will be here (Lord willing).  Pray for 
Kevin’s health and safe travel. If you want to send Kevin a 
note of encouragement here is the address: Kevin W. 
Rhodes Director Brown Trail School of Preaching 1801 
Brown Trail  Bedford, TX 76021. 
  
Sisters: The deposit for the Ladies Retreat-2022 is due 
June 13, 2021 
_______________________________________________ 

A new study on the Eldership will be coming soon. - RDM 
 

STUDIES FROM THE QUESTION BOX 
I am starting a monthly session called, Studies from The 
Question Box. There are 4x6 cards for you to write Bible 
questions which I will endeavor to answer these during 
the evening service each 4th Sunday beginning in April. 
The questions should be yours, not intended to get back 
at someone, but designed for the purpose of growing 
spiritually.   
 

 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let

