
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health: Otis and Glenna Adair; Debbie 
Rowland; Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine Thomas;  
Carolyn Morrison; Tina Shafford; Sheree Collins; 
Mary Sanders ; Gabriel Willis; Jeremiah Jones 
(Buffalo, NY) 

Traveling: Norris Cole, II;  Lyle Cole; Richard Melson  

Prayers: Rosella McGahee; Lisa Owens (work 
related); Those impacted by Hurricane Ida; Janis 
Bland;  

Repentance:   
Baptism:  
Sympathy:  
Birthdays: September— 3 Ruby Holt; 5 Michael 
Blanks, Jr. 23 Walter Tolley; 24 Alexandria Thomas;  
27 Christina Barnes; 28 Jean Samples; 29 Florine 
Thomas   
Anniversaries: September— 1 Chris & Tally Poole; 
27 — Dollie & Samuel Jones 
Ladies Reading Group:   
Men’s Meeting: First Saturday of month @ 9:00 AM 
in the auditorium 
Potters Children Home:  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

 Bible Class  25 

Attendance AM 72 

Attendance PM 33 

Wednesday PM 35 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

September 5 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Opening Prayer Walter Tolley Walter Tolley 

Song Leader Michael Blanks Michael Blanks 

Lead Lord’s Supper Norris Cole Norris Cole 

Server 1 Phil Tydings Phil Tydings 

Server 2 Frank Brock Frank Brock 

Scripture Reader Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Sermon John Shannon John Shannon 

Prayer for Responses Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Closing Prayer Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

 Greeter Richard Melson, Jr. Richard Melson, Jr. 

 Greeter     

 
 
Our gospel meeting with John Shannon begins today. We trust that this meeting has been 
in your heart, in your prayers, in your plans and on your lips and that you are anxious for 
the opportunities it will bring. Following is a list of some things that you and I should bring 
to the meeting. 
 
1. Ourselves. As members of this congregation, you and I should feel a keen sense of 

responsibility to attend this meeting. Too many seem to feel that gospel meetings are 
unimportant and optional. Why, if they attend one or maybe two services, they have 
surely done all that should be expected of them (read James 4:17). It hurts and hinders 
the work of the church when Christians will not even attend such meetings at the 
congregation where they are members. 

 
2. Our hearts. We need to be present in spirit as well as in body. Remember that 

acceptable worship must be "in spirit and in truth" (Jn. 4:24). "Set your affections on 
things above (Col. 3:1,2) and come with a fervent desire to praise God and reap the 
spiritual benefits this meeting will offer. 

 
3. Our Bibles. God's work is our lamp and light (Psa. 119:105). God's word is the 

Christian's companion and guide (Psa. 1:2). It is good to form the habit of taking your 
Bible to every service along with paper and pen in order to take notes. 

 
4. Our voices. An important part of our worship to God is the singing. Any preacher will 

tell you that good, enthusiastic singing enhances the preaching. 
 
5. Our smiles. This may seem like a small, insignificant matter, but friendliness should be 

characteristic of Christians. We should greet one another and certainly our visitors with 
genuine warmth, showing sincere gratitude for their presence and exhibiting true 
interest in them. 

 
6. Our friends, relatives, and neighbors. Let us not be guilty of deciding who will and will 

not come to the meeting without inviting them! Let them decide whether or not they 
will come. You and I have to do the inviting. Others cannot come if they do not know 
about the meeting. Remember, "he that winneth souls is wise" (Prov. 11:30).    

 
 

“SEEK THE LORD” 
 

(continued on Page 3) 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Fax: (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday 
No 5:00 PM service 

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

  
Preachers 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

Walter Tolley 
937-238-7752 

walt944@aol.com 
 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Supporting 

• Christian Courier  on 
The Web 

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship Dayton, 
OH 

• Potter Children's Home 

WHAT YOU AND I SHOULD BRING TO THE GOSPEL MEETING 
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Making ourselves available 
 
A man was going up to bed, when his wife told him he'd 
left the light on in the garden shed - she could see it from 
the bedroom window. But he said that he hadn't been in 
the shed that day. He looked himself, and there were 
people in the shed, stealing things. He rang the police, but 
they told him that no one was in his area, so no one was 
available to catch the thieves. 
 
He said OK, hung up, counted to 30 and rang the police 
again. "Hello. I just rang you a few seconds ago because 
there were people in my shed. Well, you don't have to 
worry about them now, I've just shot them all." 
 
Within five minutes there were half a dozen police cars in 
the area, an Armed Response unit, the works. Of course, 
they caught the burglars red-handed. One of the 
policemen said to this man: "I thought you said you'd shot 
them!" He replied, "I thought you said there was no one 
available!" 
 
The same thing happens frequently in my life. Someone 
asks me to do something, and I respond, “I don't have the 
time.” Often, what I mean by that is, “I don't regard this as 
important enough.” The truth is, we find (or make) the 
time to do whatever we regard to be important. 
 
Someone has said you can tell a person's priorities by 
looking at his checkbook. There is a great deal of validity 
to that. We are willing to spend money on the things we 
think are important. But perhaps a greater indicator of our 
priorities would be our planning books -- a record of how 
our time is spent. 
 
For all of us, choices must be made. We don't have time to 
do everything, so we must choose those things which are 
of greatest importance to us. Just be careful that your 
choices are those things which are also most important to 
God. The greatest men and women in the Bible were not 
those with the greatest resources or talents, but they 
were men and women who made themselves available to 
be used by God whenever He called. May God never hear 
us say, "Sorry, but I'm not available!" 
 
“Be very careful, then, how you live -- not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will 
is." (Eph. 5:15-17) 

Have a great day! 
Alan Smith 

  
 Glenn Hitchcock 

 

Can we soften it a bit ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, there are times when folks (including 
some preachers) think that we need to soften the 
message of the gospel a bit, to make it more palatable 
for those who hear it. A passage to which some will 
appeal is Paul’s statement, “I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Folks will say, “There you have 
it. Let’s just talk about Jesus and not worry so much 
about all the harsh doctrinal topics.” 
 
Take a moment and realize this is the same letter in 
which Paul (calling his readers, “carnal,” 3:1-4) dealt 
with (what some call) “harsh doctrinal topics” like 
withdrawing fellowship, adultery, homosexuality, 
divorce, denying self, idolatry, the Lord’s Supper, 
miraculous gifts, the role of women, the second 
coming, giving every Sunday, etc. 
 
The Lord tells us to “speak the truth” (Eph. 4:15). We 
must do that. He also tells us to do it “in love.” We 
must do that, too. Preaching about Jesus includes 
preaching His doctrine. Who are we to soften that?   
!                
  
 
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); www.thegospelradionetwork.org  

• View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am  Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 
Spiritual lives are not always characterized by 
“mountaintop experiences.” It was wonderful for Moses 
to be in the presence of God on Mount Sinai, but 
eventually he had to leave the mountain and return to the 
reality of dealing with the Jewish rebellion in worshiping 
the golden calf. 
 
In the same way, Peter, James and John were at the 
Mount of Transfiguration and saw Moses, Elijah and the 
transformation of Jesus, but they eventually had to leave 
that mountain and confront their failure to cast out the 
demon in the child. 
 
Elijah experienced this same problem in the contest he 
had with 450 prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. The fire 
from heaven totally consumed the prophet’s sacrifice and 
shortly afterwards there was the slaughter of all the false 
prophets. Yet, when Elijah descended from that mount, 
he was so overwhelmed with the sinfulness of Israel, he 
asked God to take him, for he thought he was the only 
person in Israel who faithfully served Jehovah. 
 
“Mountaintop experiences” are so wonderful. There are 
those times when we see great spiritual victories and 
figuratively are on top of the world. You may remember in 
great detail that day when you obeyed the Gospel and 
how exhilarated you were. It may have been that day 
when some loved one of yours became a Christian. It may 
have been one of the unexpected times when you were 
worshiping, and you were so enthralled that you forgot 
about all those distractions from daily life. Thank God for 
“mountaintop experiences.” 

 

However, the reality is that life always has deep “valleys” 
when we must leave the mountaintop. Life probably has 
more valleys than it has mountaintops. Situations develop 
and doubts and fears seem to threaten our faith. Do not 
despair. Look at those heroes who were in that same 
situation. Abraham (Gen. 15:1; 20:10-11), Isaac (Gen. 
26:24), Moses (Num. 21:34), Joshua (Josh. 1:9; 8:1), David 
(1 Sam. 23:17), Elijah (2 Kgs. 1:15), Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 
20:15) and Daniel (Dan. 10:12) are just a few of those 
individuals who were fearful when in the valleys of life. 
 
There is a great principle of life to be learned when we 
look deeply into the lives of our Biblical heroes. Godly 
people have always had clouds of adversity around them. 
Their response was often like ours, but this does not 
mean they were not approved by God. All mankind has 
valleys, but Christians have something others do not have. 
When we are walking in valley of death may our hearts 
proclaim, “I will fear not evil for You are with me. Your rod 
and Your staff, they comfort me.”  
 
Thank God for those “mountaintop experiences,” but let 
us thank God for the blessings of His help in the valleys! 
 

 Dan Jenkins 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Mountaintops” and “Valleys” 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let

