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RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE ptember 19 BRETHREN TO BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM
Bible Class 25
Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson
Attendance AM 66
Attendance PM 24 Opening Prayer Patrick Cook Patrick Cook
Wednesday PM 20 Song Leader Michael Blanks Michael Blanks
PRAYER REQUESTS Lead Lord’s Supper | patrick Thomas Anthony Grigsby
Prayer for Health: Patrick Cook; Richard Melson; Server 1 Mike Mamula Lyle Cole
Rosella McGhaee; Otis and Glenna Adair; Debbie S ) i -
Rowland; Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine Thomas; erver James Grigsby Norris Cole

Carolyn Morrison; Mary Sanders; Jim Thomas
Traveling: Norris Cole, II;

Scripture Reader

Denzil Turner, llI

Denzil Turner, llI

Prayers: Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson
Repentance: Kevin Gilbert Prayer for Responses | Richard Melson Richard Melson
Baptism:
Sympathy: Closing Prayer Phil Tydings Phil Tydings
Birthdays: September— 3 Ruby Holt; 5 Michael Greeter Richard Melson, Jr. Richard Melson, Jr.
Blanks, Jr. 23 Walter Tolley; 24 Alexandria Thomas;
27 Christina Barnes; 28 Jean Samples; 29 Florine Greeter
Thomas
Anniversaries: September— 1 Chris & Tally Poole;
27 — Dollie & Samuel Jones
Ladies Reading Group:
Men’s Meeting: First Saturday of month @ 9:00 AM
in the auditorium
Potters Children Home: Coin Cans collected week of A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer
October 17th . .
“Pray without ceasing”
1 Thessalonians 5:17
TO OUR VISITORS

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Needmore Road church of Christ
PO Box 13963
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998
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Visit our website at https:/www.needmoreroadcoc.com

www.needmoreroadcoc.com

Fax: (937) 401-0286

Meeting Location:
2211 Needmore Rd
Dayton, OH 45414

Schedule of
Services

Sunday

Bible Study 9:30
Worship 10:30 A.M.
5:00 P.M.

tst-Sunday
Neo-5:00-PM-serviee

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Preachers
Richard D. Melson
937-321-3973

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com

Walter Tolley
937-238-7752
walt944@aol.com

Ministers
All Members

Supporting
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The Web

Southwest School of
Bible Studies: Austin,
TX

Memphis School of
Preaching

Greater Midwest
Lectureship Dayton,
OH

Potter Children's Home
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MALACHI

Phil Grear

Issue 38

Malachi is generally believed to have prophesied about 450-400 B.C., although his book
never tells us this. The content of the book indicates a time when Israel had lost their zeal
and fervor for God's law. Their religion had become one of facade and sham. It is
interesting to note that Malachi, whose name means “My Messenger”, ends the Old
Testament by prophesying the coming of God's first New Testament messenger, John the
Baptist (4:5-6). He uses a question and answer style that challenges Israel to examine her
motives in serving God.

It is sad when God's people lose their focus on Him, but such is the problem with which
Malachi dealt. God had chosen Jacob's descendants (Israel) to be his people (1:2-3), but
they had not lived up to their part of the bargain. They had deprived God of the honor
rightfully due him. “If | then be a father, where is my honor?” (1:6). They were offering
lame and sick animals as sacrifices. These would not have been acceptable to their
governor, why should they think God would accept them? (1 :8) God was so
disappointed that he said, “I have no pleasure in you ... neither will | accept an offering at
your hand.” (1:10) The heathen showed more respect for the name of God than they had
(1:12, 14).

The priests were no better than the common people were. “The priest's lips should keep
knowledge,” for "he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts” (2:7); but, instead, they had
“departed out of the way” and “caused many to stumble at the law” (2:8). They had
profaned “the covenant of our fathers” (2:10).

God's people had married “the daughter of a strange god” (2:11). He had witnessed their
treachery against; the wives of their “youth” (2:14). Even though they had been faithful
companions (2:15), they had divorced them for wives of “strange nations”. God “hateth
putting away” and certainly would not tolerate it in this instance (2:16). They should not
have left their legal wives.

God promised a messenger who would signal better times. This messenger would
“prepare the way before me” (3:1) and bring a time of spiritual cleansing. He would be a
purifier that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness (3:3).

God promised to reward those who gave to him faithfully. They had “robbed” God of the
tithes and offerings' that were rightfully his, and so were cursed (3:8-9). But he assured
them of rich blessings if they would give to him properly. He would “open the windows of
heaven” and pour out a blessing “that there shall not be room enough to receive
it” (3:10). They would know a blessing so great that “all nations shall call you blessed, for
ye shall be a delightsome land” (3:12).

(continued on Page 3)



September 19, 2021

EDIFIER Page

Words of Wisdom For Youth ... 1 Timothy 4:12

God richly blesses us

God's blessings are a treasure,
they truly are divine.
They radiate God's brightness,
like the glow from warm sunshine.

The world receives God's blessings,
as a gift from God above.
He showers them richly upon us,
manifesting his goodness and his love.

The rains come down from heaven,
to moisten the sun-parch ground.
This blessing brings seeds to life,

so an abundance of food can be found.

This world in which we live,
is unquestionably a blessing grand;
It is filled with scenes of beauty,
just as our wonderful God has planned.

God bestows an array of great blessings,
on the unjust and the just.
He especially blesses Christians,
because in Him we place our trust.

Because we are true Christians,
who proudly wear His name.
God blesses us with spiritual blessings,
that is why to earth he came.

He came to provide the greatest blessing,
that mankind has ever come to know.
Freedom from the guilt of sin and death,
thus enabling us heaven one day to go.

Raymond A. Leonard

Jesus Took My Place

The Lord Jesus took our place that we might have His
peace; He took our sin that we might have His salvation.

But now in Christ Jesus you who were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our
peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the
middle wall of separation. (Eph. 2:13-14)

Glenn Hitchcock

“Your call is important to us.
Please continue to hold.”

You've experienced it, haven’t you? You call the
“Customer Service” line for a company to get some
help, and you are immediately put on hold. You listen
to the soft and easy music for minutes upon minutes.
The music is only occasionally interrupted by a
recorded message that says, “Your call is important to
us. We are currently assisting other customers. The
next available representative will be with you shortly.
Please continue to hold.” Isn’t that just great?

Aren’t you glad that your Father doesn’t work like that?
Can you imagine hearing this message when you pray,
“Your prayer is important to Me. | am currently
assisting another Christian. | will be with you as soon as
| am done. Please continue to hold.” How often would
you pray?

Here is one of the best statements in the Bible: “The
eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are
open to their prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). There is no
“waiting in line.” There is no “Please hold.” He is
“always” (Eph. 6:18) available “without ceasing” (1
Thess. 5:17)!

David Sproule
Thought for the Day
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Melson’s Musings ...

J

(continued from Page one)
They had spoken “stout” words against God by
qguestioning whether there was any real benefit in serving
God (3:13-14), but He reminded them that he would not
forget when they were faithful to him. A “book of
remembrance was written before him for them that
feared the Lord” (3:16). His faithful would make up his
“jewels,” and he would spare them as a “man spareth his
own son that serveth him” (3:17). They would then
understand the benefits of serving God” (3:18).

The “proud” and “all that do wickedly” would be
destroyed, but God's faithful would see the “Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” (4:1-2) But
before that day God would send Elijah the Prophet (4:5)
(cf. John the Baptist, Matthew 17:10-13) who would “turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of
the children to the fathers” (4:6).

Malachi warns us strongly of the danger of a religion that
is facade and contains no real spirituality. He admonishes
us to make our religion one that truly comes from the
heart.

COURAGEOUS LEADERSHIP

A congregation may not generally be aware of the
courage it takes to be an elder. It is, therefore, the
purpose of this article to point out some of the areas
where elders have to show a special and spiritual courage
in their leadership.

AN ELDER is a man, enjoying the approval of those he
leads. Yet, he must have the courage to make decisions
based upon his spiritual and intellectual judgment,
knowing it may cost him favor of the church.

AN ELDER is a husband, aware of the frailty of the human
family. Yet, he must proceed with courage in leadership,
knowing that his family will, by association, fall heir to
some criticisms directed to him.

AN ELDER is a man, a student of mankind and time. Yet,
he cannot remain simply a student. He must become a
teacher knowing that the ultimate direction of the church
and its growth in the future depends upon his reactions
today.

AN ELDER is a man, conscious of the weight of
responsibility. Yet, he must have the courage to trust
others with responsibility knowing they may fumble, they
may quit, or they may ignore the assignment.

AN ELDER is a man, awed by the power of God. Yet, his
love for souls of men causes him to accept the office of
bishop, knowing that one day he will stand in God’s
presence and give account of his own dealings with those
he was to lead.

It is likely that no man on earth would accept the

challenge of leading as an elder if God had not promised

wisdom from above, inner strength of character and His
eternal presence.

- Bill Keele
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NEWS AND NOTES

Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;

http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); www.thegospelradionetwork.org
View In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish network Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30
The Gospel Must Be Heard - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16

Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38

* & & o o o

Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18
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