
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Sherry Baker; Mary Sanders; 
William Bogan (hip);  Walter Tolley (surgery); 
Victoria Dudley; Herman and Beulah Farmer; 
Katherine Willis; Samuel Jones (husband of Dollie 
Jones); Jerry and Linda Thomas; Otis and Glenna 
Adair; Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine Thomas; Jack 
and Carlene Harley;         

Traveling: Norris Cole, II; Cooks;   

Prayers:   
Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy:   
Birthdays: February — 4 Betty Blakley; 13 Tena 
Eslick; 16 Frank Brock; 18 Katherine Willis; 21 
Catherine Anderson; Jerry Thomas; 22 Brenda 
Wiley; 28 Deborah Crane    
Anniversaries: February — 8 Alfred & Katherine 
Willis  
Ladies Reading Group:  February 17 @ 6:00 PM 
Chapter 2 via Zoom 
Potter Children’s Home: Commodities Outreach—
Week of April 10, 2022  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  25 

Attendance AM 72 

Attendance PM 22 

Wednesday PM 43 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

February 27 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Lyle Cole Lyle Cole 

Song Leader Michael Blanks Patrick Cook 

Lead Lord’s Supper Norris Cole Norris Cole 

Server 1 Phil Tydings Phil Tydings 

Server 2 Denzil Turner, III Anthony Grigsby 

Scripture Reader Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Otis Adair Otis Adair 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Greeter     

Usher Richard Melson, Jr. Richard Melson, Jr. 

Usher   

Dan Jenkins 

 
The apostles had a vision problem and did not realize it.  I’m not sure if there is a name for 
it, but I would call it “droopy-itus.” This disease had been around for several years and was 
widespread among the Jews of the first century. As strange as it may seem it is often found 
among many Christians today. 
 
John chapter four records the time when Jesus and the apostles were traveling from Judea, 
in the southern part of Palestine, to Galilee in the north. The shortest route was through 
Samaria but this was a long and difficult journey. Josephus said that it was a three day 
journey for most people. It was difficult because of hostility that had existed between the 
Samaritans and the Jews for more than 400 years. 
 
As the Lord came near the well which Jacob dug near Sychar, the humanity of Jesus is 
shown in the words of John. “Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by 
the well” (John 4:6). It was noon, and His disciples left Him there while they went into the 
city to buy food (4:8). While they were gone, Jesus met a Samaritan woman and, in 
violation of the culture, began talking to her (4:9). She knew that the Messiah was to come 
and when Jesus told her that He was the Messiah, she left her water pot, went into the city 
and told the men that it was possible that the Messiah was sitting at Jacob’s well. They 
then left the city to discover for themselves if the Son of God was in their midst. 
 
In the meantime the disciples had returned and were amazed that Jesus was talking with 
the Samaritan woman. After she left, they encouraged Him to eat. His words say so much 
about the priority people have over material things. “I have food to eat of which you do 
not know.” He helped His disciples understand His words when He added, “My food is to 
do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” 
 
It is possible that at that precise moment the Samaritans were coming out of the city to 
see Him at Jacob’s well. How fitting were the words of Jesus, “Lift up your eyes and look at 
the fields, for they are already white for harvest.” 
 
The disciples had “droopy-itus.” They could not see the opportunities around them. There 
were souls all around them, lost souls, but they could not see them. 
 
Is it possible that we have the same problem today? With our gospel meeting just one 
week away, we should heed His words, “Lift up your eyes.” Is it possible that there are 
souls all around us, but we cannot see them? Almost every person you meet is lost. Lift up 
your eyes and see them.  In the next one week say what the woman said, “Come and see.”    
    
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Fax: (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preachers 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

Walter Tolley 
937-238-7752 

walt944@aol.com 
 

Ministers 
All Members 

 
Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwest School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

Droopy Eyes and Our Gospel Meeting 



February 27, 2022                                                                        EDIFIER                                                                                      Page 2 

“No I Ain’t !” 
  
The little boy has misbehaved at school and had to write, 
“I am a bad boy” five hundred times. “I got even with the 
teacher, though,” he said. “When I got home I wrote, ‘No I 
ain’t’ five hundred and one times!” 
 
The little boy understood something. Words do matter, 
and good words matter even more. Our lives need to be 
spent in seeking the good of all, and our words will often 
make the difference. Solomon said, “A man hath joy by 
the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in due 
season, how good is it!” (Proverbs 15:23). What we say to 
others makes a difference! 
 
Solomon also said, “He that diligently seeketh good 
procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall 
come unto him” (Proverbs 11:27). In words and deeds, we 
most often find what we are looking for. If we are looking 
for evil, we will find it. If we are looking for good, we will 
find it. 
 
Satan looks at us, and says we are worthless. As he came 
among the sons of God, Satan said of Job, “Doth Job fear 
God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, 
and about his house, and about all that he hath on every 
side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his 
substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse 
thee to thy face” (Job 1:9-11). Even Job, who God 
described as “a perfect and an upright man, one that 
feareth God, and escheweth evil” (Job 1:8), is supposedly 
only faithful because of all the blessings he has received.  
Even after the loss of his children and all of his material 
possessions, Satan still says of Job, “Skin for skin, yea, all 
that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse thee to thy face” (Job 2:4-5). Satan, the accuser, still 
says that we are worthless. 
 
In contrast, consider the words of God through John the 
apostle: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved” (John 3:16-17). Because of 
His love, God sent Christ to die for us. 
 
When Satan says I am so bad that I am not worth saving, 
God says, “No he ain’t!”                                      - Bob Pritchard 

“Under God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our nation is certainly not what it used to be. When 
the phrase “under God” was added to our Pledge of 
Allegiance, President Eisenhower commented about 
those two words, “They will help us to keep constantly 
in our minds and hearts the spiritual and moral 
principles which alone give dignity to man.” Thirty 
years later, President Reagan advised, “If we ever 
forget that we’re one nation under God, then we will 
be a nation gone under.” Look where we are now. 
 
The spiritual and moral decline in our nation is 
apparent. Many reasons could be suggested as to the 
cause, but these two Presidents foretold the cause: 
choosing to not be “under God.” 
 
Forget the national application of this and make a 
personal application. Are you truly, daily, willingly, 
pleasantly “under God” in your personal life? Does 
your life reflect the dignity of living “under 
God”? While we need to be concerned about our 
nation, we need more to reflect on our own submission 
to our God! Have you pledged to live “under God” each 
day (Jas. 4:7-10)?     
 
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Several years ago, while  living  in  another  city,  one  of  
the elders in the  church there and this writer were  
making  some calls on some of our members who  had 
become negligent in  their attendance  with  the  house of  
God at  the  times  of  worship. As  we sat   in  one  home,  
we listened  to a young mother give, as  an  excuse for 
forsaking the   assembling   of   the   saints,  that   her  
children were unruly,   they were difficult to  handle,   and  
very   noisy,  and it  was  a source of embarrassment for 
her to bring them   to services. 
 
Though this writer had heard these excuses a hundred 
times, though he had always gently explained that 
children can never be expected  to  learn  how  to  behave  
themselves  in  services  until they are brought to services, 
he had  never  felt  that  such explanations had gotten the 
job  done.  And this  also  became apparent from the lack 
of success in getting people to resume attending.    And  
like  most  preachers,  on  at  least  one occasion, this 
preacher assumed that it  was his fault  and moved  
because  he could not move the people. 
 
But as  we  sat talking  to  this  young  mother,  the  elder,  
who had obviously dealt with this kind  of  problem  
before  and  couldn't move away, very gently asked this 
young woman one of the  most startling  questions that 
this   writer   has  ever  heard.   He  asked, "What if God 
took your excuses away?" The young woman responded 
immediately by asking what  he  meant. He  explained  
that she was using  her  God-given  children  as  an  excuse  
not  to  do at   least  part of the will of God, and he  just  
wondered  what she would  do if God were to decide that  

D. Gene West wrote the following article: 
 

he  was  no  longer  going to  allow her the privilege  of,  in  
effect,   blaming   him  for   her    unfaithfulness  and just 
took her children away. The  woman  was  absolutely  
thunder­ struck and so was  this  writer. She  was  
immediately  restored to Christ.   

- D. Gene West  
_______________________________________________ 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 
Make plans to attend and support our Gospel Meeting 
with Neal Pollard March 6-9, 2022.  
 
The committee for the Needmore Road Church of Christ 
Food Pantry has identified the following items for 
February: Applesauce, Canned Chicken, Rice, Peanut 
Butter and Dry Pasta. Thanks for being ready to serve!    
 
We have implemented new email addresses: The Office – 
office@nmrcoc.com; Preacher: dr.rdmelson@nmrcoc.com; 
alfred.willis@nmrcoc.com. Finance-finance@nmrcoc.com. 
 
Additionally we have upgraded the phone system from an 
analog to a digital system. Therefore when you call listen 
carefully to the message and follow the new instructions.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What If God Took Away Your Excuses? 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

