
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Lavern Clayton (TLH); Rhea 
Wallace; Victoria Dudley; Herman and Beulah 
Farmer; Katherine Willis; Jerry and Linda Thomas; 
Jim Thomas; Otis and Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt; 
Richard & Florine Thomas; Jack and Carlene Harley;         

Traveling: Norris Cole, II; Lyle Cole 

Prayers:  Brethren in Ukraine 

Repentance: Richard Melson, Jr. 

Baptism:  
Sympathy: Tolley family; Woods/Motes family 

Birthdays: April— 8 Beulah Farmer, Dwayne 
Eslick; 11 Mary Sanders; 12 Diane Cole (Lyle); Jacob 
Hoover;23 Norris Cole; 25 Carolyn Johnson; 30 
Gladys Chittick     
Anniversaries: April — 1 Otis & Glenna Adair; C.D. 
and Judy Arnett  
Ladies Reading Group:   
Potter Children’s Home: Change cans are available 
at the office  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  36 

Attendance AM 73 

Attendance PM 28 

Wednesday PM 34 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

April 17 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

Song Leader Lyle Cole Jerry Thomas 

Lead Lord’s Supper Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Server 1 Denzil Turner, III Patrick Thomas 

Server 2 James Grigsby Steven Crane 

Scripture Reader Frank Brock Frank Brock 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Otis Adair C.D. Arnett 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Greeter     

Usher     

Usher   

Dan Jenkins 

 
One of the mistakes far too many make is forming opinions and often arriving at a final 
conclusion before we hear the complete story. Solomon said, “He who answers a matter 
before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him” (Prov. 18:13). Also remember that in 
defense of Jesus, Nicodemus said, “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and 
knows what he is doing” (John 7:51).  
 
Yet, many people arrive at conclusions simply because of what others are saying without 
ever investigating to know the whole story. Tragically, they then act on these ill‐founded 
conclusions and even become vocal advocates of these unstudied matters. Let me 
illustrate this by looking at two views of Jesus and why He was crucified.  
 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter before we say anything 
 
 

One View of the Jesus and His Crucifixion  
I know the reason Jesus was crucified. He was a blasphemer and a vile man. He was so vile 
that not even a single one of our religious or political leaders thought He was right. He 
spoke like a terrorist and said He was going to tear down the temple and not leave one 
stone upon another of that sacred building. He spoke of holiness and presented Himself as 
a holy man, but all one has to do to see what He really was like is to look at who He spent 
His time with—publicans, harlots and the dropouts of our world. He chose twelve men 
who were ignorant and unlearned laborers and some of them were Zealots (who carried 
knives to secretly kill the Romans) and others who collected taxes to fund the immorality 
of the Caesars.  
 
He taught that one should cut off their hands and pluck out their eyes. He told everyone to 
sell everything they had and give it away. No one could really know what He believed 
because He told weird stories about sowing seed, cooking bread, building houses on sand, 
rich men in a burning fire, sheep and goats, and told of sins our holy God will not forgive. 
If you want to know what he really was like, look at how He died—crucified with convicted 
criminals, begging Elijah to come and take Him off the cross and sanctimoniously asking 
God to forgive those killing him. He was buried in a rich man’s tomb, but His disciples came 
by night and stole His body. He was a fraud and everyone I know thinks this.  
 

The Other View of Jesus and His Crucifixion  
Read Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. Then, form your own conclusions. Hear the whole 
matter before you speak. Now, apply this principle to the rest of your life and what you say 
about any matter, especially what you say about others. Hearing only one side is why the 
multitude crucified the Son of God. Think about it!   
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

Speaking Before You Know The Truth 
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In The Sweet By and By 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sanford F. Bennett wrote this hymn shortly after the close 
of the Civil War, when he was a druggist in Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin. Joseph P. Webster, composer of the tune 
SWEET BY AND BY, was a music teacher in the same town. 
Bennett has given the following account of the writing of 
the hymn.  
 
Mr. Webster, like many musicians, was of an exceedingly 
nervous and sensitive nature, and subject to periods of 
depression, in which he looked upon the dark side of all 
things in life. I had learned his peculiarities so well that on 
meeting him I could tell at a glance if he was melancholy 
and had found that I could rouse him by giving him a new 
song to work on.  
 
He came into my place of business, walked down to the 
stove, and turned his back on me without speaking. I was 
at my desk writing. Turning to him I said, "Webster, what 
is the matter now?" "It's no matter," he replied, "it will be 
all right by and by.'' The idea of the hymn came to me like 
a flash of sunlight, and I replied, "The Sweet By and By! 
Why would not that make a good hymn?" "Maybe it 
would," said he indifferently. Turning to my desk I penned 
the words of the hymn as fast as I could write. I handed 
the words to Webster. As he read his eyes kindled, and 
stepping to the desk he began writing the notes. Taking his 
violin, he played the melody and then jotted down the 
notes of the chorus. It was not over thirty minutes from 
the time I took my pen to write the words before two 
friends with Webster and myself were singing the hymn. 
 
 
 

Taken from, Hymns of Our Faith 
W.J. Reynolds, p. 208 

via Milbridge, ME 
.   

- Glenn Hitchcock 
 
 

Did Jesus worry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of a Bible class on “Your Faith Can 
Overcome Worry,” a comment was made and question 
asked about Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. As He 
anticipated the horrendous suffering that He was about 
to endure, was He worried about it? Did He violate His 
own instructions about “do not worry” (cf. Matt. 
6:25, 31, 34; Phil. 4:6)? 
 
There is no doubt that Jesus was “troubled,” “deeply 
distressed,” “exceedingly sorrowful,” “in agony” and 
shouting out with “vehement cries and tears” (Mark 
14:33; Matt. 26:38-44; Luke 22:44; Heb. 5:7). But, was 
He worrying about the hours ahead? There is a 
difference between concerned anguish and fretful 
worry. Two things indicate that Jesus was not worrying: 
First, Jesus was trusting in His Father (“not My will, but 
Yours, be done,” Luke 22:42), and second, Jesus got up 
and did what needed to be done (“Rise, let us be 
going,” Matt. 26:46). 
 
To avoid worry, follow Jesus’ example: Build your trust 
in your Father and get up and do what needs to be 
done.        
 
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 
 
 
 
Every member of the congregation to some degree has 
been impacted by the death of brother Tolley. Each knew 
him in a different way, from the physical family to the 
recent member who only knew him through his 
preaching. 
 
Walter was my friend, my co-laborer in the Lord. He was a 
Barnabas to me, the Son of Encouragement. Our 
relationship goes back to 1989 (which some did not 
know). We studied the word of God together, traveled 
together, preached on lectureships together and enjoyed 
deserts at Big Boy together!  
 
Walter will be missed, but he has left a great imprint on 
our lives and he would want us to press forward as he did 
for upward call of God in Christ Jesus, so that we might be 
with him in eternity. 
 
As we who remain prepare ourself, let us be sure to 
follow the Lord (1 Cor.11:1). Let us remember our 
brother’s exhortation to be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another as the Lord forgave us.  Walter and I visited 
with a family during the pandemic and pointed out to 
them that we were a “salt and pepper” team, that is, 
preaching the gospel in black and white; (Walter had 
great sense of humor as well as a good memory)! 
 
We honor him by being faithfulness to the Lord.  
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 

  Beginning April 17, join the Elders every third Sunday 
of each month for a Fellowship Continental Breakfast 
starting at 8:30 am until 9:15 am in the Fellowship 
Hall consisting of donuts from Donut Palace, bagels 
from Panera Bread, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or 
apple juice. (please do not take the drinks or food into 
the auditorium). 

 Please take advantage of the updated tracts: In 
Defense of God’s Plan of Salvation; Instrumental 
Music in Worship: Is It A ‘Big Deal’?;  Christianity and 
World Religions; and a Christian Response to Racism, 
along with other evangelism and study resources 
available in the foyer. We will be adding new titles 
quarterly. 

 The new register boards are in.  
 
We have implemented new email addresses: The Office – 
office@nmrcoc.com; Preacher: dr.rdmelson@nmrcoc.com; 
alfred.willis@nmrcoc.com. Finance-finance@nmrcoc.com. 
 

Needmore Road COC Food Pantry 
 
April Items: Oatmeal, Canned Fruit, Canned Chicken or 
Tuna, Pasta Sauce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walter E. Tolley, Jr. 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

