
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Mia and Kevin Gilbert; Virginia 
Robbins (knees and blood sugar); Reagan Blanks 
(foot); Gladys Chittick (Grandview); Victoria Dudley 
(foot); Katherine Willis; Jerry and Linda Thomas; Jim 
Thomas; Otis and Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt; 
Richard & Florine Thomas; Jack and Carlene Harley;  
Geraldine Allen (LA); Anthony Cravin (LA) stroke;        

Traveling: Norris Cole, II; Norris Cole 

Prayers:  Brethren in Ukraine 

Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy: Tena Eslick and Carolyn Johnson 

Birthdays: May — 2 April Gilbert; 4 Patrick 
Thomas; 27 Michelle Saunders; 30 Ron Robbins     
Anniversaries: May — None  
Ladies Reading Group:  6:00 PM via Zoom Lesson 4 
Potter Children’s Home: Change cans are available 
in the office  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  35 

Attendance AM 87 

Attendance PM 35 

Wednesday PM 30 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

May 08 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Frank Brock Frank Brock 

Song Leader Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

Lead Lord’s Supper Steven Crane Steven Crane 

Server 1 Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Server 2 Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Scripture Reader Denzil Turner, III Lyle Cole 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Jerry Thomas Jerry Thomas 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Greeter     

Usher     

Usher   

Dan Jenkins 

 
It was Solomon who described himself as “…on the verge of total ruin, in the midst of the 
assembly and congregation” (Prov. 5:14). What caused this? Was it because he hated 
instruction, despised correction, chose disobedience and refused to listen.  Every Christian 
needs to be aware of how this could happen to them in the assembly. 
 
On the other hand, in that same assembly of Christians, there are those who understand 
that in so many respects the assembly of the saints is like entering the foyer of heaven. A 
foyer is a space near the entrance of a building, hotel or theater. We are not yet in heaven 
but are in the adjoining foyer! 
 
Worship is a “foyer” because of the praise and adoration of God. Almost every picture of 
heaven shows it is filled with praise and adoration.  Hundreds of years before Jesus came, 
Isaiah saw heavenly beings above the throne praising God and saying, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:3), and in the last book of the Bible those words are still being 
said (Rev. 4:8). 
 
The same book then looks at all the creation, and John hears the voices of myriads of 
angels praising God. He then says, “And every creature which is in heaven and in the earth 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea…” were all praising our Lord (Rev. 5:12-13). 
The same happens in our assemblies! Being in worship is like being in heaven’s “foyer.” 
 
Worship is a “foyer” because of the association with the saints. Since the beginning there 
have been godly people, sanctified by the blood of Jesus, who will be in heaven. Imagine 
being around all those who have loved God with all their being and loved their neighbors 
as they loved themselves. That is who is in that heavenly assembly, and that is the nature 
of many who worship with us every week. We associate with the godliest people on earth, 
with whom we will worship eternally with all the godly people who have ever lived. 
Worship is truly a “foyer” of heaven. 
 
Worship is a “foyer” because of the association with our Lord. Someday, we will be with 
the Lord forever and ever, but that association with Him begins on this earth. In the 
assembly, we pray in His name, give our gifts to Him, listen to Him speak, eat around His 
table and sing with Him (John 16:24; 2 Cor. 9:7; 1 Thess. 2:13; Matt. 26:29; Heb. 2:12). The 
association does not begin after the resurrection. It is here now—in the “foyer” of heaven! 
Our attitude of heart in the assembly determines whether we, like Solomon, are on the 
verge of ruin in the assembly or are sitting in the “foyer” of heaven while we are 
experiencing that which we sing about, “Blessed assurance…Oh, what a foretaste of glory 
divine!” It’s up to us.  
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

In the “Foyer” of Heaven While in the Assembly 
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BLESS THE LORD ! 
  
 
 
 
        Psalm 103:1 is an emphatic and imperative call to 
praise the Lord. The command implies affection and a 
sense of gratitude as well as effort and energy. To bless 
the Lord with all that is within me involves my entire 
being. Someone may casually remark that they do not get 
much out of worship. As this passage reveals, that is the 
case when one does not put enough into worship. The 
remainder of the psalm identifies a number of reasons 
why we should bless the Lord with all that is within us–
why we should worship Him with affection, gratitude, 
effort, and energy.  

 

We bless the Lord because of what He has done for us (Ps. 
103:2-5). God pardons and releases us from all our 
iniquities. He heals all of our diseases. He buys us back 
from destruction. He takes us from the pit to the palace 
and places a crown woven of lovingkindness and tender 
mercy upon our heads. He satisfies our needs and fulfills 
all our longings. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits” (Ps. 103:2).  

 

We bless the Lord because of how He has dealt with us 
(Ps. 103:6-18). Jehovah does not deal underhandedly or 
begrudgingly with His people. Rather, He deals righteously 
and justly. He has revealed His will to us. He has extended 
mercy in abundant quantities. He knows our nature, our 
strengths, and our weaknesses, and has therefore dealt 
with us accordingly. His mercy is from everlasting to 
everlasting to all those who keep His covenant and 
remember His commandments.  “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all His benefits” (Ps. 103:2). We bless 
the Lord because He reigns forever  (Ps. 103:19-22). 
Countless kings have occupied thrones since the creation 
of the world. Countless armies have battled, and countless 
empires have risen to prominence. Eventually, every king 
dies, every army is defeated, and every kingdom falls, but 
not our God. No army will every dethrone Him, for He 
rules over all. His angels excel in strength and his ministers 
do His pleasure. Everything praises Him. “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all His benefits” (Ps. 103:2). 

. 
 

 
- Cody Westbrook 

 

What are you bringing for dinner? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of us likely eat much better than the average 
person in other parts of the world. But, is it really all 
about what’s on the table? What if all we could bring to 
the table to eat was “herbs” or a “dry crust of 
bread”? That wouldn’t be very good, would 
it? Certainly, we would rather have a table full of 
festive dishes to fill our bellies full. 
 
But, there’s something more important at that table 
than what is ON it! Consider these two 
proverbs: “Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
Than a fatted calf with hatred…Better is a dry morsel 
with quietness, Than a house full of feasting with 
strife” (Prov. 15:17; 17:1). 
 
Now, what is it that you bring to the dinner table? Do 
you bring strife or hatred, anger or bitterness? In that 
case, it doesn’t matter at all what is ON the table! For 
the sake of our families, for the sake of our spouse, let 
us bring genuine “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control” to the table (Gal. 5:22-23). There is no better 
“fruit” on which and with which to feast!          
 
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Happiness is something I choose in advance. It’s a decision 
I make every morning. Every day is a gift, and if I can open 
my eyes I will focus on the new day, and all the happy 
memories that I have built up during my life. Old age is 
like a bank account.  You withdraw in later life what you 
have deposited along the way. So deposit all the 
happiness you can in your bank account of memories. 
Thank you for your part in filling my account with happy 
memories, which I am continuing to fill. 
 
     My Simple Guidelines for Happiness: 
 
1. Free your Heart from Hate (Rom. 12: 18-21). 
2. Free Your Mind from Worry (Phil. 4:6-9). 
3. Live Simply (Phil. 1:21). 
4. Give More (2 Cor. 9:6). 
5. Expect Less (1 Tim. 6:6-8). 
6. Worship Correctly (John 4:24). 
7. Be Honest Above All (Psa.24:4). 
8. Taste Your Words Before You Speak (Jas. 1:19). 
9. Give Due Honor to All Men (1 Pet. 2:17). 
10. Be The Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12).  
 

- Glenn Hitchcock  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 

 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 

 Summer Lecture Series: God’s Help with Life’s 
Struggles - Every Wednesday at 7 p.m., beginning 
June 1 through August 31 we will have various 
teachers and preachers speak on this subject.  More 
information to follow. 

 Join the Elders every third Sunday of each month for a 
Fellowship Continental Breakfast starting at 8:30 am 
until 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, consisting 
of pastry, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or apple juice. 
(We ask do not take the drinks or food into the 
auditorium). 

 There are new security night lights around the 
building for everyone’s safety. 

 Please take advantage of the updated tracts: In 
Defense of God’s Plan of Salvation; Instrumental 
Music in Worship: Is It A ‘Big Deal’?;  Christianity and 
World Religions; and a Christian Response to Racism, 
along with other evangelism and study resources 
available in the foyer. We will be adding new titles 
quarterly. 

 We encourage everyone to continue to practice good 
hygiene. Do not let your guard down. Wash your 
hands regularly. 

 

Needmore Road COC Food Pantry 
May Items: Jelly or Jam; Meal Kit (e.g. Hamburger 
Helper); Canned Green Vegetable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Happy Memories 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

