
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Ruby Cole; Virginia Robbins 
(knees); Reagan Blanks (foot); Gladys Chittick; 
Victoria Dudley (foot); Katherine Willis; Jerry and 
Linda Thomas; Jim Thomas; Otis and Glenna Adair; 
Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine Thomas; Jack and 
Carlene Harley;  Geraldine Allen (LA); Anthony 
Cravin (LA) stroke; Mary Blanks (MVH); David 
Dinkins (MVH); Rhonda Fox; Tally Poole       

Traveling: Richard Melson, Jr.; Lamont Cole; Nancy 
Wiemer; Patrick and Penny Cook 

Prayers:  Brethren in Ukraine; Kevin and Miranda 
Cook 

Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy:  
Birthdays: May — 2 April Gilbert; 4 Patrick 
Thomas; 27 Michelle Saunders; 30 Ron Robbins     
Anniversaries: May — None  
Ladies Reading Group:  May 26@6:00 PM via Zoom 
Lesson 5 
Potter Children’s Home: Change cans are available 
in the office  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  34 

Attendance AM 84 

Attendance PM 30 

Wednesday PM 34 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

May 22 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Steven Crane Steven Crane 

Song Leader Michael Blanks, Jr. Lyle Cole 

Lead Lord’s Supper Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Server 1 Ryan McGahee Ryan McGahee 

Server 2 Denzil Turner, III Anthony Grigsby 

Scripture Reader Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Otis Adair Jerry Thomas 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Greeter     

Usher     

Usher   

Oran Rhodes 

 
The great principles of restoration have evidently been placed in mothballs-something to 
keep in a box and be brought out again occasionally as a curiosity, to support a certain 
position, or to ridicule. The real concept and vitality of true restoration are lost upon the 
current generation. When one quotes, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths . . ."(Jer. 6:16), too often he is thought of as some mossy backed 
old codger who is on the edge of senility. Modern approaches, on the other hand, have 
little to offer to any serious student of the word of God. The grab-bag approach to study, to 
hermeneutics, and to application of scripture gives us a present scene of confusion, error, 
and outright apostasy. 
 
Restoration is a must and is of immediate need, but we must not make the mistake of 
trying to "restore the restoration." In other words, we should hold in deep respect those 
who pioneered efforts to get back to the Bible; we should appreciate the great strides 
made to "speak where the scriptures speak, and be silent where the scriptures are silent;" 
and we should hold fast to the great truths restored in the worship and organization of the 
church. 
 
On the other hand, we must not be wedded to the traditions built up over the years to the 
neglect of re-examining them in the light of the scriptures. We must not be bound by some 
of the erroneous-and conflicting-views of some of the great men in our heritage. 
 
Above all, we must not continue in the misconception that since the worship and 
organization of the church have been properly restored to first century standards, that 
there is no longer need of continued effort to restore other aspects of  New  Testament  
Christianity. 
 
We have on one side those who are willing to listen to and to do just about anything, while 
on the other side we have folk who would "rather fight than switch," even when shown 
their error. In the middle is a large number of people so unlearned in the Word, that they 
are unsure of which way to jump. Brethren, the situation is not hopeless, but it is CRITICAL. 
We desperately need to revive the interest in and understanding of restoration and make 
sure we go all the way back to Jerusalem instead of stopping at Cane Ridge or Bethany. 
 
The gospel has been so watered down that even those gospel preachers, who are strong 
and sound, sometimes fear the brethren might choke on a full dose of the gospel. How 
frightening! A diluted gospel will produce a diluted Christian and thus an unhealthy church. 
Preachers must not shun to "declare all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:27), and those who 
heed it will be the only ones who please God anyway. Purity of doctrine will be the only 
thing that will produce purity of practice and purity of life. Those who have tricked 

(continued on page 3) 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

Restoring Proper Attitudes 
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“I Had Rather Be A Doorkeeper…” 
   

As God prepared His people to enter the Promised Land, 
He assigned the tribe of Levi to be in charge of all things 
related to worship under the Law. That meant that the 
Levites provided all of the priests, as well as those who 
would care for the tabernacle/temple, implements used in 
worship, and any other possible assignment relating to the 
worship of God. 

 

Among the various families of the Levites, each family 
received a particular assignment. The family of Kohath was 
assigned to carry the tabernacle furnishings as they 
traveled, but even though they were Levites, they could 
not serve as priests. Korah, the head of the family, felt 
slighted, and led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. 
“And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of 
Levi: Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God 
of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the 
tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the 
congregation to minister unto them? And he hath brought 
thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with 
thee: and seek ye the priesthood also?” (Numbers 16:10). 
The wrath of God fell on Korah and the other rebels, and 
the earth opened up and swallowed them. 

 

God was merciful to Korah’s family, however. “And the 
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up 
together with Korah, when that company died, what time 
the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they 
became a sign. Notwithstanding the children of Korah died 
not” (Numbers 26:10-11). 

 

Several generations later, the family of Korah was still 
serving faithfully in the temple, not as priests, but as 
gatekeepers and singers. Perhaps this prompted them to 
write in Psalm 84:10, “For a day in thy courts is better than 
a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” In 
other words, they had more joy from one day in the 
service of the Lord, than for a thousand days in the service 
of evil. There is joy in simple service to God, in whatever 
humble capacity we find ourselves. Aren’t we grateful for 
the many who serve the cause of Christ in those unsung 
positions that we could never do without!  

 
- Bob Prichard 

 

How could they reject Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We sometimes wonder how individuals could reject 
Jesus, right to His face, when they were witnessing 
supernatural, mind-blowing power demonstrated from 
His hands. After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead 
(he’d been dead for four days), the Jews plotted to kill 
both Jesus and Lazarus (John 11:45-57; 12:9-11). Such 
amazing unbelief! How could they? 
 
Yet, if people could (and did) reject Jesus in the face of 
such miraculous evidence, it should not surprise us that 
they will reject His plain and easily understood 
teachings in our day. Jesus made this very simple 
statement, “He who believes and is baptized will be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). It boggles the mind today that 
people would then claim that being “baptized” is not 
necessary to “be saved.” How does that follow? It 
doesn’t! 
 
Just as in Jesus’ day, people see what they want to see, 
hear what they want to hear, and believe what they 
want to believe. May we open our eyes, ears and 
hearts to His truth always, without getting ourselves in 
the way!           
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

themselves into thinking otherwise are described by Paul 
in 2Thessalonians 2:10-12: "And with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness in them that perish, because they 
received not the love of the truth that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." 
 
Until we restore in our own people proper attitudes 
toward the authority of the scriptures, toward the 
earnestness and zealousness of real Christian living, and 
toward one another as brethren, there is little hope for 
growth or purity. A large portion of the Restoration 
Movement has departed from any claim on its former 
moorings. Many even now among us have virtually made 
the same departure. Unless we get serious about this and 
quit talking among ourselves and start speaking out and 
crying out for a return all the way back to the principles of 
the New Testament, APOSTASY will be our brother!   
_______________________________________________ 
The various evil and criminal events of the past week, 
while they shocked us, caused us to cringe, we should not 
be surprised because we have been alerted that “evil men 
and imposters will grow worse and worse,…” (2 Tim. 
3:13). Long before Paul, the prophet Isaiah warned about 
those who sought to flip good for evil (Isa. 5:20).  It is 
because of  the wanton disregard for life and the rejection 
of God’s divine truth that we must daily be ready for 
either the Lord’s return or death. I commend our brother 
in the Lord, an employee at the TOPS market in Buffalo, 
NY who put his life at risk to save others (1 John 4:20).  I 
pray that this opens doors for the gospel in Buffalo.  

(continued from page one) 

 _______________________________________________ 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 

 Summer Lecture Series: God’s Help with Life’s 
Struggles - Every Wednesday at 7 p.m., beginning 
June 1 through August 31 we will have various 
teachers and preachers speak on this subject.   

 Join the Elders every third Sunday of each month for a 
Fellowship Continental Breakfast starting at 8:30 am 
until 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, consisting 
of pastry, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or apple juice. 
(We ask do not take the drinks or food into the 
auditorium). 

 Spring exterior projects are under way. 
 Please take advantage of the updated tracts: In 

Defense of God’s Plan of Salvation; Instrumental 
Music in Worship: Is It A ‘Big Deal’?;  Christianity and 
World Religions; and a Christian Response to Racism, 
along with other evangelism and study resources 
available in the foyer. We will be adding new titles 
quarterly. 

 We encourage everyone to continue to practice good 
hygiene. Do not let your guard down. Wash your 
hands regularly. If you need wear a mask, wear a 
mask. 

 

Needmore Road COC Food Pantry 
May Items: Jelly or Jam; Meal Kit (e.g. Hamburger 
Helper); Canned Green Vegetable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

