
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Tally Poole; Ruby Cole; Virginia 
Robbins;  Katherine Willis; Jim Thomas; Otis & 
Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine 
Thomas; Jack Harley;  Geraldine Allen (LA)     

Traveling:   
Prayers:   
Repentance: Tena Eslick, Janis Bland; Catherine 
Anderson; Berdie Oates 

Baptism:  
Sympathy:  
Birthdays: July — 2 –Richard Melson, Jr.; 6 Penny 
Cook; 8 Rachel Blanks; 9 Ruby Nickell; 12 Alfred 
Willis, Jr.; 15 Glenna Adair; 17 C.D. Arnett, Destiny 
Soto; 20 Mike Mamula; 22 Otis Adair; 25 Clifford 
Holt;     
Anniversaries: July — 23 Chad & Jennifer Arnett; 30 
Norris and Diane Cole  
Ladies Reading Group:  August 4 @6:00 PM via 
Zoom Lesson 7 
Potter Children’s Home: Change cans are available 
in the office  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  25 

Attendance AM 70 

Attendance PM 28 

Wednesday PM 34 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

July 31 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Song Leader Michael Blanks, Jr. Lyle Cole 

Lead Lord’s Supper Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

Server 1 Steven Crane James Grigsby 

Server 2 Steven Crane Patrick Thomas 

Scripture Reader Frank Brock Frank Brock 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Jerry Thomas Phil Tydings 

Announcements Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Greeter  Denzil Turner, III Anthony Grigsby 

Usher     

Usher   

Mike Vestal 

 
As far as much of society is concerned truth has been placed on life support, and few really 
seem to care. The idea that truth is real, that it is objective and absolute is an absolutely 
archaic idea in a world where, philosophically speaking, relativism rules. And the people of 
God have not been immune to this problem. Many Christians are scurrying for cover as 
they struggle to be true to the truth of God’s word. They want to take truth seriously, to 
live it faithfully, and to express it articulately to others-but the world seems to be making 
that more and more difficult. 

Christians are constantly bombarded by a worldview that says things like, “Christianity's 
true for you, but not for me.” “Everything is relative.” “Who are you to be so judgmental 
and intolerant?” ''Don't you know you can do whatever you want as long as it doesn't hurt 
anybody?” “Christianity is just one path among many to God.” And the underlying 
assumptions of statements like these are indeed a world away (this one and the next) from 
the view contained in Scripture (John 8:32; 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13-14; Acts 4:12). 

Christians may be tempted to embrace relativism, but to do so is to be caught in the 
crossfire of what men think and what God's truth actually is. 

Hear the word of God on this matter: “Buy the truth and do not sell it, Also wisdom and 
instruction and understanding” (Proverbs 23:23). Throughout the Bible, there is an 
emphasis on the fact that truth is real and universal in its scope. Truth is true-even if the 
majority do not know it. Truth is true-even if it is not popular or admitted. Truth is true-
even if few agree as to what it is (Ex. 23:2; Matt. 7:13-14). Truth is true-even if few follow it 
(John 14:6; Heb. 5:8-9). Truth is true-even if no one but God grasps it fully. Notice that 
Proverbs 23:23 deals with a commodity, an acquisition and a prohibition. 

THE COMMODITY - “THE TRUTH.” There are other “choices” out there on the market, but 
the commodity desired is truth. As relativism has increasingly become the norm of our 
culture, fact and fault have increasingly diminished. Most institutions of higher learning, 
the media and many politicians obviously embrace the belief that universal, objective truth 
(1) does not exist; or,(2) cannot be known. By denying the existence of any ultimate 
authority or standard, relativism implies that the pursuit of truth is an exercise in futility. 
Everything, or almost everything, falls into the gray area of opinion. It is highly significant 
that 2 Thessalonians 2:11 speaks of people being “condemned who did not believe the 
truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” Truth is a commodity that is not to be mocked 
or taken lightly. And truth is to be found in God and His inspired word (Num. 13:19; Rom. 
3:4; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

THE ACQUISITION- “BUY THE TRUTH.” Jesus on one occasion spoke of the kingdom of 
heaven being like “treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field”; (Matt. 13:44). We use similar 
terminology today when we say, “I just don't buy it,” or “He sold me a bill of goods.” So 
truth is to be “bought.” We are to buy what is truly the truth because there are many 
counterfeits (1 John 4:1; 1 Thess. 5:21): We are to buy only truth because Satan is a master 
at mixing truth and lies (John 8:44). We are to buy the truth at any price because it is to be 

(continued on page three) 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

Whatever Happened To Truth? 
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Why Are You Reading This? 

The following article was written by a preacher and 
published, March 12, 2012, over ten years ago, but it is as 
fresh today as it was then.  I pray that you will profit from 
reading what he penned. - Richard 
 
If you are reading these words, you are probably in a 
minority among Christians.  That is not a pessimistic 
statement, but one of observation and deduction.  Not all 
Christians attend Sunday morning worship; fewer come 
to Bible study and evening assemblies; still fewer actually 
bring a Bible with them to services; still fewer actually 
open their Bible during the services, etc.  If all of that can 
be shown to be true, then those who read bulletin articles 
are surely in an elite selection (albeit, a minority) among 
Christians.  Let me assure you that you are appreciated! 
 
So, among the few who read bulletin articles, what are 
some of the reasons that they read? 
 
Some read out of curiosity.  “What’s he going to say 
today?”  “I wonder if there are any mistakes in this 
week’s article, misspelled words or grammatical errors?”  
“Will he misuse a verse?”  “Is he going to get on his 
hobbyhorse again?” Some folks read because they’re 
curious.  If that’s you, I’m glad you’re reading.  Keep 
coming back. 
Some read out of boredom.  The email comes in with the 
weekly bulletin, and “I don’t have anything better to do, 
so I’ll have a look…” While bored at work during the day, 
“I went to the church’s website and thought I’d kill some 
time.” Waiting for worship to begin, “I grabbed a bulletin 
and now I’m just looking through it and waiting for 
worship to start.” Some folks read because they’re bored.  
If that’s you, I’m glad you’re reading.  Keep coming back. 
 
Some who are in other congregations check on the 
soundness of a congregation or a preacher by reading 
articles.  Some in other congregations read to try to catch 
a preacher making a mistake, teaching a false doctrine or 
saying something that can be used against the writer.  If 
that’s you, I’m glad you’re reading.  Keep coming back. 
While I realize there are a multiplicity of reasons that 
people read bulletin articles, I hope you read to find an 
opportunity to learn, to grow, to be encouraged, to be 
drawn closer to God, etc.  Articles are not very long and 
vary from topic to topic, but it’s worth a read even I only 
learn a little something new, or grow a little more, or am 
encouraged just a small bit or draw just a smidgen closer 
to God.  Whatever your reason for reading, I’m glad 
you’re reading.  Keep coming back.               David Sproule 
 
On the Needmore Road website, there are hundreds of articles.  
In addition, read articles on ChristianCourier.com and 
ApologeticsPress.com and TheBible.net.  There is a wealth of 
good material to help you increase your faith.  Read, study, 
search the Scriptures, pray, crave more and grow! 

Marks of ownership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is the Christian life worth it? Is it “worth all the sorrows 
that here befall”? In all that the apostle Paul endured, 
he certainly insisted that it is well worth it! He pleaded, 
for example, with the churches of Galatia to remain 
true to the Christ and to His gospel and to not “turn 
away” from Him. In his next-to-last sentence in the 
letter, to show how very worthwhile it is to stay true to 
Christ, Paul stated, “I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17). 
 
In those days, slaves were usually marked with the 
name or stamp of their owner, to prove to whom they 
belonged. In a very literal sense, Paul had received in 
his body “stripes above measure” (2 Cor. 11:23), having 
been beaten countless times for his devotion to Christ. 
 
Does your life bear any “marks” of the one to whom 
you belong? I’m not talking about signs of physical 
beatings or branding marks. I’m talking about clear 
signs of steadfast devotion to, unwavering faith in and 
personal sacrifice in faithful service to your Savior. Is it 
obvious to whom you belong?  !  

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

prized and valued. Truth is precious, practical and useful 
both now and forever. Truth is to be bought now.  So 
many people seem to have good intentions, but the 
“someday”, of doing what is right never comes along. 

THE PROHIBITION- “DO NOT SELL IT.” Truth is an 
investment that is not to be sold under any 
circumstances. A person cannot love God without loving 
truth, since He is the very embodiment of truth (John 
14:6; Heb. 6:18-19). Truth is to be bought at any price but 
to be sold at no price! Some sell out truth for financial 
gain; others, for respectability, for fame or position. 
Others sell out truth in order to please family and friends, 
while some sell out truth simply because sin gave them 
temporary pleasure (cf. Heb. 11:24-25). The cost of truth 
may be great, but to sell it is to cheapen and diminish its 
eternal value. 

To speak of the value of truth is not to speak the language 
of arrogance or isolation. It is to speak of the priority of 
integrity and intelligent conviction. There must be a 
standard that is authoritative and true. There is 
something within men that desire such, even though 
many dismiss and disparage it. To the relativist, 
“everything is relative.” That is, everything except the 
universal truth that “everything is relative.” Go figure the 
reasoning on this. But further, the relativist is unwilling to 
relativize his relativism. They claim to be very tolerant, 
but many relativists are amazingly intolerant and 
inconsistent when people do not buy into the “everything 
is relative” philosophy. But why aren't they? If what is 
true is true only for you, then I see no reason why it has to 
be true for me.  

  

(continued  from page one) 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 
 Summer Lecture Series: God’s Help with Life’s 

Struggles - Every Wednesday at 7 p.m.  The August 
3rd session conducted by Mark Bass of Vermillion, OH 
will deal with another important, but  subject, 
Weeping With Those Who Weep.   

 If you have a question from any of the Summer Series 
lessons and would like for the speaker to address it, 
please submit it to the office and it will get forwarded 
to the speaker.  

 Join the Elders every third Sunday of each month for a 
Fellowship Continental Breakfast starting at 8:30 am 
until 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, consisting 
of pastry, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or apple juice. 
(We ask do not take the drinks or food into the 
auditorium). 

 COVID-19: With the rise in infections, we encourage 
everyone to continue to practice good hygiene. Do 
not let your guard down. Wash your hands regularly. 
If you need to wear a mask, wear a mask. If you are 
sick stay home. Should you become infected with 
COVID-19, especially if you were in the assembly, 
please let us know. 

 We will honor our members who are 70 years old and 
up on August 7, with a special catered lunch after 
morning service. 

 For security reasons doors will be locked about 15 
minutes after the start of service. There will be 
someone at the door to let in those who might arrive 
late. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

