
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Rachel Blanks; Tally Poole; 
Ruby Cole; Virginia Robbins;  Katherine Willis; Jim 
Thomas; Otis & Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt; Richard 
& Florine Thomas; Jack Harley;  Geraldine Allen (LA)     

Traveling:  Norris Cole family; Valerie Melson; 
Dudley (family); Ashley & Alexandria Thomas 

Prayers:  Rita McGahee 

Repentance: Rita McGahee 

Baptism:  
Sympathy:  
Birthdays: August — 7 Jack Harley; 10 Diane Cole
(Norris); 11 Ashley Thomas; 20 Ryan McGahee, 
Marie Tolley; 21 Naree Poole; 28 Brenda Mamula;      
Anniversaries: August — 7 Dwayne and Tena Eslick; 
25 Richard and Valerie Melson; 31 Patrick and 
Penny Cook; Patrick and Ashley Thomas  
Ladies Reading Group:  August 18 @6:00 PM via 
Zoom Lesson 7 
Potter Children’s Home: Change cans are available 
in the office  
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  32 

Attendance AM 88 

Attendance PM 55 

Wednesday PM 34 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

August 7 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Lyle Cole Lyle Cole 

Song Leader Patrick Cook Patrick Cook 

Lead Lord’s Supper Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Server 1 Denzil Turner, III James Grigsby 

Server 2 James Grigsby Jerry Thomas 

Scripture Reader Ryan McGahee Frank Brock 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Otis Adair Jerry Thomas 

Announcements Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Greeter  Denzil Turner, III Anthony Grigsby 

Usher     

Usher   

W. Terry Varner 

 

IT BEGINS IN YOUR HEART 

    “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). This text 
emphasizes the importance of man’s relationship to God. Our relationship with God is all-
important. We are to love God with the totality of our being (Matthew 22:37). Man’s 
relationship with God is the vital matter of all matters as our eternity depends upon it. 

   Consider the psalmist’s statement, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no 
God’” (Psalm 14:1, emp. added). The heart refers to our inner self, our mind, our seat of 
responsibilities, our soul. Our life is determined and governed by our heart. “Keep your 
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). The conclusion is 
obvious, the man who says “there is no God” does so by his own choice, his own desire, 
and by a misguided heart! In each man is an innate sense of God’s existence (Romans 
1:22); yet, many who do not believe in God and do not want to believe in God think in their 
hearts they can explain God away. They cannot! Anthropology—the study of ancient 
civilization—has shown no past civilization existed without a sense of God. It may not be 
God Jehovah, but all have gods of their own making. This affirms the truth of Romans 1:18-
22 of the innateness of God within each. To say, “There is no God” is to contradict man’s 
inner voice. 

   What is the fool in Psalm 14:1 governed by? There are only two ways of life—the godly 
and the ungodly! The godly life cannot deny God is! The ungodly life may deny God’s 
existence. The fool looks at the ungodly life and desires to live that kind of life. He does 
two things. First, he denies, against abundance evidence, that God is. Second, he violates 
his conscience, his inner man. The fact that all mankind has a conscience is unexplainable! 
Where did our conscience come from? Why is it alive? The fool rejects his own 
understanding. You argue that this oversimplifies the matter. Me thinks not! Consider the 
continuing words of the psalmist, “The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. . . . Have all the 
workers of iniquity no knowledge?” (Psalm 14:2, 4, emp. added). 

   Modern-man turns the Scripture around. He argues that it is not the lack of 
understanding that produces unbelief, but rather it is because of their great understanding 
that they don’t believe in God (Lloyd-Jones 12). It is argued that Psalm 14 was written 
centuries ago, long before our present accumulation of knowledge. So? Bad argument! In 
the abundance of our knowledge, no knowledge exists that proves God does not exist! I 
feel pity, in one sense, toward those who believe that the only people who believe in God, 
the Bible, and Jesus Christ are primitives in their thinking and have not come to know that 
God does not exist! Bad reasoning! In the abundance of our knowledge, no knowledge 
exists proving God does not exist! 

   Is unbelief, atheism, agnosticism, or any other ism conferred on the learned who reject 
the knowledge of God’s existence? If this argument is correct, then all the ignorant of the 
world would believe in God’s existence; likewise, there would be no people of 
knowledge—scientists, philosophers—who believe in God. Neither argument is correct! 
There are many educated people who believe God is! It is the fool who says, “God is 
not.” 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

The Folly of Unbelief—part 1 
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We Still Need the Gospel  

 
At the risk of sounding like a pessimistic "doomsayer", I 
will simply state that our world is in quite a mess! 
Perhaps we don't notice it as much as folks in other parts 
of the world since our country is somewhat insulated 
from many of the problems. When we look around the 
world, we see wars in all directions. We see governments 
being overthrown and toppled on a daily basis. Hunger, 
unemployment, crime, ignorance and exploitation are the 
norm in many parts of the world. So what's the answer to 
all this world misery? The answers are almost as 
abundant as the problems. It seems like everyone has an 
idea of what is needed to set things right. Some think we 
need one world government. Others think that money is 
the answer or more government intervention. Some 
believe that socialism or communism would cure these 
ills. But none of these answers deal with the real 
problem. Man's greatest need is not educational, financial 
or even social -- his greatest need is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Simple? Yes, but effective. 
 
Isaiah the prophet explains the consequences of sin in 
chapter 59:1,2: "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shorten­ 
ed, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it can­ 
not hear: (2) But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from 
you, that he will not hear." Since all men have sinned 
(Rom. 3: 23), it stands to reason that all men are sepa­ 
rated from God. This separation remains in effect until we 
are reconciled to God. Paul says "For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life" (Rom. 5:10). It is the gospel (i.e., the Good News 
of Jesus' death, burial and resurrection) that saves (Rom. 
1:16). There is no other means of being reconciled to 
God. Until the world recognizes and accepts this fact, the 
problems will continue to exist and grow. 
 
Someone will argue, "But they will not all accept the 
truth." While this fact is true, it in no way relieves us of 
our responsibility to try and carry the gospel to others. 
The great commission only says to preach the gospel 
(Matt. 28:1920; Mk. 16:15,16) -- the decision to obey 
remains with the individual. 
 
You want to make your neighborhood a better place? 
Preach the gospel to your neighbors. You want to make 
our nation a better place? Preach the gospel (support 
missionaries, mail tracts, etc.) Yes, WE have the solution 
-- let's use it. 

Mark Bass 
July 13, 2003 

Greet is a personal imperative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Five times in the letters to New Testament Christians, 
instruction is given to “Greet one another,” “all the 
brethren,” with a “holy kiss” or “a kiss of love” (Rom. 
16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26; 1 Pet. 
5:14). In addition to those five, twenty-one other times 
Christians are instructed to “Greet” specified 
brethren. That’s 26 times where Christians are told to 
“Greet, Greet, Greet” one another. 
 
Now, as you read through these instructions, it is 
interesting to see that there are no qualifications or 
conditions placed upon fulfilling this command to 
“Greet.” There is no verse that says to wait for others 
to greet you first. There is no verse that says to 
complain when others don’t seek you out to greet 
you. There is no verse that says to only greet those 
who you know, or who you like, or who you expect will 
be pleasant toward you. 
 
Brothers and sisters, do we “greet” one 
another? Truly? Can we increase and improve in this 
area?    

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

 How many folks (especially in the church) do you know 
who are older than you? Any? Have you noticed that 
sometimes “older” individuals are not quite as “sharp” as 
they “used to be”? As a result, sometimes they are 
disregarded, set aside, and even disrespected. We need to 
be very careful in how we treat those who are “older.” 
 
The New Testament addresses those who are “younger” 
and instructs to “submit yourselves to your elders” (1 Pet. 
5:5). Elsewhere, we read, “Do not rebuke an older man, 
but exhort him as a father…older women as mothers…” (1 
Tim. 5:1-2). Even in the Old Testament, God’s people were 
told, “Stand up in the presence of the aged, show respect 
for the elderly” (Lev. 19:32). 
 
We need to respect their wisdom of life gained through 
years of experience. We need to respect them for who 
they are. We need to respect them the way that we 
ourselves would one day like to be respected (Luke 6:31). 
We need to respect them “because God says so”!  
 
Brother David Sproule wrote this message  in October 
2019, but it remains true today.  
 
We want to honor one segment of the elderly our 
congregation those who are 70 years old and above. What  
a blessing to reach that age and to still be functioning in 
kingdom and daily life. You have been blessed to have 
seen a lot and come through a lot. I pray that this little 
token of appreciation will help you navigate this life a little 
better.  God bless you.  
  
 

 

SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
 
 Summer Lecture Series: God’s Help with Life’s 

Struggles - Every Wednesday at 7 p.m.  The August 
10rd session to be taught by Norris Cole will deal with 
another important, subject, Family Members With 
Mental Illness.   

 If you have a question from any of the Summer Series 
lessons and would like for the speaker to address it, 
please submit it to the office and it will get forwarded 
to the speaker.  

 Join the Elders every third Sunday of each month for a 
Fellowship Continental Breakfast starting at 8:30 am 
until 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, consisting 
of pastry, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or apple juice. 
(We ask do not take the drinks or food into the 
auditorium). 

 COVID-19: With the rise in infections, we encourage 
everyone to continue to practice good hygiene. Do 
not let your guard down. Wash your hands regularly. 
If you need to wear a mask, wear a mask. If you are 
sick stay home. Should you become infected with 
COVID-19, especially if you were in the assembly, 
please let us know. 

 We will honor our members who are 70 years old and 
up today with a special catered lunch after morning 
service. 

 For security reasons doors will be locked about 15 
minutes after the start of service. There will be 
someone at the door to let in those who might arrive 
late. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Respect those who are “older” 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

