
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  David Dudley (recovering from 
surgery); Rachel Blanks; Nancy Weimer; Tally Poole; 
Ruby Cole; Virginia Robbins;  Katherine Willis; Jim 
Thomas; Otis & Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt; Richard 
& Florine Thomas; Geraldine Allen (LA)     

Traveling:  Richard Melson, Jr.; Ashley Thomas 
(Alex)& Valerie Melson 

Prayers:  Lyle Cole, II (surgery) 

Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy: Harley family 

Birthdays: August — 5— Steven Crane; 7 Jack 
Harley; 10 Diane Cole (Norris); 11 Ashley Thomas; 
20 Ryan McGahee, Marie Tolley; 21 Naree Poole; 28 
Brenda Mamula;      
Anniversaries: August — 7 Dwayne and Tena Eslick; 
25 Richard and Valerie Melson; 31 Patrick and 
Penny Cook; Patrick and Ashley Thomas  
Ladies Reading Group:  Sept. 1 @6:00 PM via Zoom 
Lesson 9 
Potter Children’s Home:   
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  40 

Attendance AM 77 

Attendance PM 27 

Wednesday PM 39 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

August 28 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Pat Cook Pat Cook 

Song Leader Lyle Cole Jerry Thomas 

Lead Lord’s Supper Steven Crane Steven Crane 

Server 1 Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Server 2 Denzil Turner, III Frank Brock 

Scripture Reader Norris Cole Norris Cole 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Elders / Preacher Elders / Preacher 

Closing Prayer Norris Cole Frank Brock 

Announcements Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Greeter Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Usher     

Usher   

Dan Jenkins 

 

Let me share with you an experience I had just a few days ago. I have no idea what 
prompted it, but the lyrics of a song which I had not thought of for more than seventy 
years came back to me. They were written on my heart before I entered school, and for 
some reason, I remembered them. 

 

Where had I learned this song? In my memory I went back to the wooden frame building at 
West Huntsville, AL where the church met. I recalled what “Sunday School” classes were 
like where I went to my “classroom” and what I thought was an anciently old woman 
taught me. We would often begin the class by singing the same song. These were the lyrics 
that came to my mind the other day. 

 “I washed my hands this morning, 
 So very clean and white; 

 And lent them up to Jesus, 
 To work for Him till night.” 

 

Think of the power of these words and the impact they had on a child. Once these words 
were written on the heart, how could a child not think of them every time he washed his 
hands? Hand washing was far more than getting dirt removed from the hands. It was a 
reminder that those very hands were lent to Jesus to work for Jesus all day long. 

 

The song did not end with this thought. There was a chorus, a refrain, which we then sang: 

”Little feet, be careful, 
Where you take me to; 

Anything for Jesus, 
Only let me do.” 

 

What a concept. It brought to a child’s mind that wherever he went that day he had 

committed to do anything for Jesus. 

There was a second verse to the song followed by the same refrain: 

“I told my ears to listen, 
Throughout the live-long day; 

For any words of kindness, 
My little lips might say.” 

Continued on page three 
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
Schedule of Services 

 
Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30  
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  
 

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Shepherds 

Richard D. Melson 
Alfred Willis, Jr. 

  
Preacher 

Richard D. Melson 
937-321-3973 

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 
 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

A Morning Devotion 



August 28, 2022                                                                        EDIFIER                                                                                      Page 2 

Remember Otis 

 
If you are a follower of the old “Andy Griffith Show,” you 
will well remember Otis, the town drunk, who periodically 
checks himself into jail to sleep off his hangover. Otis is a 
lovable character, who never hurts anybody else, 
although he doesn't know how to handle the bottle. 
 
One show had an interesting development. Otis received 
a letter from his brother, telling him he was coming to 
visit. Otis had foolishly told his brother that he was a 
deputy sheriff, and didn't know what to do. Andy, who 
always tried to accommodate anyone, offered to let Otis 
become a temporary deputy, only while his brother was 
in town. The catch was that Otis had to stay sober. Of 
course, his wife wouldn’t believe it was true until he 
destroyed his hidden liquor at home. 
 
Everything went according to plan when his brother 
came, and Otis was even strong enough to refuse to drink 
on duty when his brother asked him to go get a drink. Otis 
wanted to make sure that his brother knew that he was a 
success, not the failure that his brother expected him to 
be. 
But then something completely unexpected happened. 
Otis kept expecting to get caught in his masquerade, but 
then his brother did the unimaginable. As Otis looked on 
in surprise, his brother came into the jail drunk, and 
checked himself in just like Otis did every weekend. The 
brother was appropriately sorry as Otis lectured him on 
how he had let down the whole family by his actions. 
 
Andy’s lesson to Otis was that he shouldn’t have been so 
self-conscious about trying to impress others. But I 
believe there was another lesson. Otis had the chance to 
see himself as he really was. He had a chance to hear, 
“Thou art the man.” 
 
You see, when King David stole Uriah’s wife, and then had 
him killed to cover up his sin, he thought he really had 
covered up everything. But then Nathan told him a story 
about a rich man who took a poor man’s one ewe lamb to 
feed a traveling visitor. David was incensed about this 
man’s wickedness and vowed a fourfold retribution, and 
that the man should die. Nathan boldly concluded, “Thou 
art the man” (2 Samuel 12:7). To his credit, David 
responded in penitence, and accepted his punishment. 
But Otis never changed. He never reformed. He could see 
how his brother embarrassed him, but he never saw 
himself. How about you? Have you had a “Thou art the 
man” experience? How did you respond?  

 
- Bob Prichard 

 
 

5-2-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is that? What is 5-2-12? Is that a date? No! Is it a 
combination? No! In Matthew 14, there were 5,000 
men (what a large crowd!) following Jesus, who did not 
have anything to eat. (Can you imagine how much food 
it would take to feed 5,000 men, plus women, children 
and a bunch of growing boys?!) But they found some 
food—5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. That’s hardly 
enough for one person, let alone over 10,000 people! 
 
But with Jesus, that which is “not much” becomes 
“more than enough”! Jesus thanked God for the snack 
and gave it to the disciples to distribute. When all 
10,000+ were “filled,” the disciples took up 12 baskets 
full. They finished with more than they started! (5-2-
12!) 
 
You know what? That’s the way the Lord works! He 
also finishes with more than He started! Look at 
creation: started with nothing, ended with 
everything. But, better yet, look at you! When we put 
ourselves in God’s hands, He will ALWAYS finish with 
more (and better and stronger) than He started! Are 
you truly in His hands? it!     

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard  - John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Thank you, “Miss Hastings,” for teaching me this song and 

for helping a small child view each day so differently. I am 

not sure her name was Hastings, but I remember how she 

sat with her open Bible and told me stories about what 

God had done. She had no flannelgraph, no visual aids—

nothing like we have today—but I can still see her with 

the Bible in her lap trying to help children.  

So, when you “wash your hands this morning,” think 

about using hands, feet, ears and lips for Him today!   

 
The Power of an Idea  

Polishing the Pulpit (PTP) began with three friends getting 
together to brainstorm sermon ideas. We soon invited 
other friends, and someone said, “This is great! We should 
tell others.” 

We did and invited a speaker to discuss sermon 
preparation and give sample sermons. Interest increased; 
more speakers were invited. We moved to a hotel 
conference area. We dreamed big. “Let’s invite the best 
speakers in the brotherhood and see who we can get.” 
They came. Wives wanted in, so we added women’s 
classes. While these great speakers were assembled in 
one place, we decided to offer classes for elders. They 
loved it. People began coming from all over the country. 

Youth workers and deacons became interested. We added 
tracks for them. PTP moved to a larger event center in the 
Smoky Mountains. Attendance approached 1,000. 
Christians from other nations began coming. 

“Why don’t you have classes for regular members?” we 
were asked. So we added the Spiritual Renewal Weekend, 
as well as tracks for members, teens, and children. 
Attendance passed 5,000.   Renew. Refresh. Recharge.  

Continued from page one 

 SHEPHERDS CORNER 
 Summer Lecture Series: God’s Help with Life’s 

Struggles - Every Wednesday at 7 p.m.  The August 
31st session to be taught by Steven Crane will deal 
with another important, subject, There’s A Great Day 
Coming .   

 If you have a question from any of the Summer Series 
lessons and would like for the speaker to address it, 
please submit it to the office and it will get forwarded 
to the speaker.  

 Join other members every third Sunday of each 
month for a Fellowship Breakfast starting at 8:30 am 
until 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, consisting 
of pastry, fruit cups, coffee, and orange or apple juice. 
(We ask do not take the drinks or food into the 
auditorium). 

 COVID-19 remains a serious issue therefore, we 
encourage everyone to continue to practice good 
hygiene. Do not let your guard down. Wash your 
hands regularly. If you need to wear a mask, wear a 
mask. If you are sick stay home. Should you become 
infected with COVID-19, especially if you were in the 
assembly, please let us know. 

 The exterior doors will be getting repaired and 
hardware updated.  

 For security reasons doors will be locked about 15 
minutes after the start of service. There will be 
someone at the door to let in those who might arrive 
late. 

 We thank everyone for making the memorial service a 
success for the Harley family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

