
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health:  Richard Melson; C.D. Arnett; Phil 

Tydings; Carlene Harley; Mary Rutland; Ron Robbins; Janis 
Bland; Ruby Cole; Jim Thomas; Otis & Glenna Adair; 
Clifford Holt; Richard & Florine Thomas; Betty Blakely; 
Katherine Willis       

Traveling: Richard Melson, Jr.; (work); Norris Cole, II; 

Mozilla Tate; 

Prayers:  
Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy:  Mozilla Tate 

Birthdays: January — 5 Lisa Owens; 15 Jennifer 

Arnett; 16 Valerie Melson; 31 Chad Arnett, Krystal Thomas        
Anniversaries: January — 1 Steve and Deborah 
Crane; 2—Timothy and Melody Angus  
Ladies Reading Group:  Feb. 9 @6:00 PM via Zoom 

Lesson 2 

Potter Children’s Home:   
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
PO Box 13963 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  17 

Attendance AM 38 

Attendance PM 0 

Wednesday  31 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

January 29 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Norris Cole Norris Cole 

Song Leader Lyle Cole Patrick Cook 

Lead Lord’s Supper Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Server 1 Patrick Cook Denzil Turner, III 

Server 2 Ryan McGahee Frank Brock 

Scripture Reader James Grigsby Patrick Thomas 

Sermon Richard Melson Richard Melson 

Prayer for Responses Preacher Preacher 

Closing Prayer Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Announcements Alfred Willis Alfred Willis 

Greeter Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Usher     

Usher   

Dan Jenkins 
 
 
 

The writer of Hebrews could so easily see the dangers faced by those Jewish Christians. 
The nation that killed God’s Son turned its wrath on the church almost from the day it 
began. Jesus had warned them about the trials that were coming. Obviously, they 
persecuted those Gentiles who had become followers of Jesus, but their persecution was 
even more fierce on the Christians addressed in this epistle. 

They had begun their walk with Jesus and faced many trials which came their way. 
Hebrews chapter ten describes this: “After you were illuminated, you endured a great 
struggle with sufferings…you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations.” 
The author then adds, “You became a companion of those who were so treated” (10:32-
33). 

How did they emotionally respond to all of this? “You joyfully accepted the plundering of 
your goods” (10:34). Earthly possessions are meaningless when viewed from the eternal 
truth about our existence. They could so easily give up that which was temporal. “Knowing 
that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.” 

Living faithfully on this earth for many years is so difficult. We understand the faith of 
those who are martyrs for the cause of Christ. At that last moment they reached deep 
within their souls and their faith sustained. What we may have done is overlooked the 
depth of the faith of those who face not a momentary trial, but serve Him for years and 
years. We rightly honor the faith of martyrs, but perhaps it takes a deeper faith to serve 
Him for years and years. 

When this letter was written their devotion was weakening. Look again at this chapter and 
the admonition given to them. “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has 
great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God 
you may receive the promise…if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in 
Him” (10:35-38). 

Now make the application in your life. How long have you been a Christian? Where is your 
faith in Him compared to what it once was? Remember how joyfully you served Him at 
first? Remember your routine of daily Bible study and prayer? Remember the joy of 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper and being part of worship, praising His name? Is it possible 
that we have become “tired” because the journey seems so long? It is not that we have 
walked away from Him, but have we lifted our anchor and are we slowly drifting away 
(Heb. 2:1)?  God help us to remember to view our life on this earth as being only a moment 
compared to eternity!   
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 401-0286 

 
 

Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30  

Worship 10:30 A.M. 
5:00 P.M.  

 
1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
  

Preacher 
Richard D. Melson 

937-321-3973 
dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 

 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 
 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children's Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

A Faith Greater Than the Faith of Martyrs? 
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“Amusing Ourselves to Death” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Neil Postman described serious problems in modern 
culture in his insightful 1985 book Amusing Ourselves to 
Death. His thesis was that public discourse has been 
reshaped to such an extent by television and 
entertainment that thoughtful discourse has been 
replaced by “show business” hype, affecting advertising, 
politics and religion. Postman’s conclusion is that none of 
these changes have made for improvement. 
 
The problem with the modern entertainment orientation 
is that the very object of worship is forgotten. God, who 
created and commanded worship, is the “audience” for 
worship. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). To worship 
God in spirit and truth means that worship is from the 
heart, not just outward acts, and that it is done in exact 
obedience to God’s commands. Worship must be 
directed to Him, not to the whims or desires of the 
worshipers. 
 
 God’s regulations for worship as set out in the 
New Testament are neither boring nor out of date. They 
are God-centered, while modern entertainment 
innovations in worship are man-centered. The most often 
used words related to worship in the New Testament 
denote the concepts of bowing down or kissing toward 
deity, offering devotion and love. This is what our worship 
must include. 
 
There is nothing wrong with the worshiper enjoying 
worship. God intended the blessings of worship for all of 
His children. But when worship is merely window dressing 
for an entertainment performance, it cannot be pleasing 
to God. The apostle warned, “Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God” (2 John 9). Paul condemned things that “have 
indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship” (Colossians 
2:23). “Will-worship” is worship fashioned after man’s 
desires, which God must reject. Worshiping God in spirit 
and in truth is more important than catering to man’s 
desire for entertainment. 

- Bob Prichard 

“I am blessed!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You control your perspective! Do you believe that? So 
often “bad things” happen in our lives and we think the 
worst, we fear the worst and we look for someone or 
something to blame. But, you control your 
perspective! Every single time! 
 
Recently, I was on the phone with one of our “older” 
members (you decide what you think that word “older” 
means). This older member was NOT complaining (not 
by any stretch), but he/she was filling me on all the 
latest things happening in his/her life (problems with 
every part of the house, troubles with family, several 
personal health issues, etc.). Then, after 18 minutes and 
30 seconds of life’s trials, he/she said (with much 
passion and sincerity), “I am blessed!” 
 
What? “Blessed”? None of that sounds like 
“Blessed”! But, what I’ve learned from this “older” 
member (and others) is that it’s all in your perspective, 
and you control your perspective! Let the older teach 
the younger (Tit. 2:1-5)? Yes! If you will take the time to 
look, you will see that, no matter what is happening, 
you are “blessed,” too (Eph. 1:3; John 10:10)! !                
 

David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?”  Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard — John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;   
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)  

• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM 
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

We have often pointed out that there is a way of 
remembering the six words used to describe elders that 
can be easily remembered. Take the first letter of each of 
the six words and form a new word. Because an elder 
must have children, just remember this truth, “Elders 
must BE-POPS.” Those six words? B=bishops; E=elders; 
P=presbyters; O=overseers; P=pastors and S=shepherds. 
Each of these words emphasize an important aspect of 
what an elder must be and what he must do. 
 
God’s desire is for every church to have elders. Paul, on 
his first missionary journey, established many churches in 
Asia Minor. After he arrived at the most distant city, 
Derbe, he began appointing elders. “And when they had 
preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch…So when 
they had appointed elders in every church and prayed 
with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom 
they had believed” (Acts 14:21-23). 
 
It is important to notice the importance of every church 
having elders. Because of abilities imparted when 
receiving the Holy Spirit through the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, these infant churches were able to 
develop elders more quickly than in our day. 
 
Elders have no authority outside of the local 
congregation.  Peter described their work and the limits of 
their authority. “Shepherd the flock of God which is 
among you, serving as overseers” (1 Pet. 5:2). God limits 
the work of the elder to the flock where he lives. He 
cannot rule over multiple churches. 
 
Because elders must be spiritually mature men, some 
congregations do not have elders. One of the 
qualifications for an elder is that he cannot be a novice, a 
new convert (1 Tim. 3:6). Those who preach in those 

 

places and those who are leaders should set as one of 
their highest priorities to develop elders. Appointing men 
to be elders who are not spiritually qualified, just so a 
church can have men called elders, creates many 
problems. Until that time arrives, church leaders must 
ensure that the church is fed, restoring the wayward is 
not neglected and the church is led to have peace—still 
waters and green pastures. 
 
Even without elders to shepherd them, a church is still 
God’s flock. One point overlooked is that Jesus is 
described as the “Chief Shepherd” (1 Pet. 5:6). Churches 
without an eldership still have this Shepherd. He may not 
be physically present, but He is in their midst overseeing 
them and providing food for every sheep. If you are a 
member of a congregation without elders, do not think 
that you have no Shepherd.   

Dan Jenkins 
 
I thank every member of the Lord’s church for their prayers 
regarding my health. Just as you were surprised so was I at the 
episode. It is my hope that the medical team will be able to 
provide some answers and a treatment plan.                 -  Richard  

 

 Spring Gospel Meeting Dates: March 12–17, 2023 
with Dan Jenkins of West Palm Beach, FL  

 Text-To-Give: Those members who desire to use the 
Text-To-Give on Sundays follow the directions below:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
   
 
     
 

Churches Without Elders, Still Have a Shepherd 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.com each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 
if possible. 

http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

