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eb BRETHREN TO BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM
Bible Class 32
Attendance AM 95 Opening Prayer Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas
Attendance PM 37 Song Leader Patrick Cook Jerry Thomas
Wednesday PM 32 Lead Lord’s Supper | Norris Cole Norris Cole
PRAYER REQUESTS Server 1 James Grigsby Denzil Turner, il
Server 2

Prayer for Health: Richard Melson; C.D. Arnett; Phil
Tydings; Carlene Harley; Mary Rutland; Ron Robbins; Janis
Bland; Ruby Cole; Otis & Glenna Adair; Clifford Holt;
Richard & Florine Thomas; Betty Blakely;

Traveling: Richard Melson, Jr.; Norris Cole, Il; Mozilla

Ryan McGahee

Anthony Grigsby

Scripture Reader

Frank Brock

Frank Brock

Sermon

Richard Melson

Richard Melson

Tate; Prayer for Responses | Richard Melson Richard Melson
Prayers: -
Repentance: Closing Prayer C.D. Arnett C.D. Arnett
Baptism: Announcements Alfred Willis Alfred Willis
Sympathy: Jerry Thomas & family - -
Birthdays: February — 4 Betty Blakley; 13 Tena Greeter Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby
Eslick; 16 Frank Brock; 18 Katherine Willis; 19 Jace Vance; Usher
21 Catherine Anderson, Jerry Thomas; 22 Brenda Wiley;
28 Deborah Crane Usher
Anniversaries: February— 8 Alfred and Katherine
Willis; 25 Ronald and Virginia Robbins
Ladies Reading Group: Feb. 23 @6:00 PM via Zoom
Lesson 3
Potter Children’s Home:
A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer
“Pray without ceasing”
1 Thessalonians 5:17
TO OUR VISITORS

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Needmore Road church of Christ
PO Box 13963
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998

Place
Stamp
Here

Visit our website at https:/www.needmoreroadcoc.com

www.needmoreroadcoc.com
Phone: (937) 274-6801
Fax: (937) 401-0286

Meeting Location:
2211 Needmore Rd
Dayton, OH 45414

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study 9:30

Worship 10:30 A.M.
5:00 P.M.

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Preacher
Richard D. Melson
937-321-3973

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com

Ministers
All Members

Supporting
Christian Courier
Southwest School of

Bible Studies: Austin,
X

®  Memphis School of

Preaching

®  Greater Midwest

Lectureship
Potter Children's Home

Midwestern School of
Preaching

®  (Central Carolina School

of Preaching
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CONFESSION OF CHRIST

Oran Rhodes (deceased)

In the midst of confusing and conflicting confessions, where fancies and feelings are given
expression to many and varied convictions, where men are confessing themselves instead
of Christ, it is refreshing to tum again to the Bible and see what God has to say on the
subject.

The apostle Paul stresses confession in this way: "And that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:11). Indeed, it is
heartening to see that in New Testament days, a simple and straightforward declaration of
faith in the divine Sonship of Jesus was a "good" confession. " And Philip said, If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God." (Acts 8:37).

There are three factors involved in the confession of Christ which must be considered by
any who would make that confession. First of all, it cost something. There is a saying that
"the best things in life are free," but most folk realize that there is little appreciation for
that which does not cost something. The victory easily achieved is not counted nearly so
important as the one which required sacrifice and supreme effort.

Confession of Christ has always cost something. " These words spake his parents, because
they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he
was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue (John 9:22). The cost today may be the
loss of friends, alienation from family, loss of job, and rejection from social standing, but IT
IS WORTH IT! "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).

What is the significance of confession anyway? Perhaps people would be a little more
careful of what they confess and whether they live up to it if enough serious thought was
given to all the things involved in confessing Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. Matthew
16:16 demonstrates how tribute is made to the sovereignty of God: "And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." Confession also points
out the all-sufficient and infallible testimony of truth. "But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name" (John 20:31). For one to claim that saving faith must come by direct and
miraculous impact on the heart of man by the Holy Spirit is to- make a farce of truth.
Confession of Christ will come from a faith produced by the revealed testimony. "So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).

- continued on page three column one
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Words of Wisdom For Youth ... 1 Timothy 4:12

“The Wealthy Man & The Builder”

A story is told of two friends who loved each other
greatly. One was a contractor; the other so wealthy he
had no need to be in business. The wealthy man called his
friend one day and said, "My wife and | are leaving to
travel for a year. While | am gone, | want you to build me
a house. | want you to spare no expense. It must be the
best house anywhere. At the end of the year | want it
finished."

His friend agreed, and the wealthy couple left on their
journey. The building of the house began at once, but the
temptation to save on the contract was too great for the
builder. He argued that his friend would never be the
wiser; and so he began to scheme and cheat. Second
grade materials were put into it - the cement was of an
inferior quality and everything else likewise. It was only a
sham, a make-believe house.

At the end of the year his friend and wife returned, and
he asked, "Is my house completed?" The contractor
replied, "Yes it is." "Then, said friend, “we will dine there
tonight. Bring your wife and we will celebrate this day"

At the appointed time, dinner was served in the new
home, and, after it was over, the wealthy man said with a
smile “l am glad this house is so beautiful, so fair, and
so inviting. | rejoice that it is made of such fine materials,
that nothing inferior has gone into it and that my wishes
have been carried out for | am going to deed this house to
you. It is my gift to the one who has always been in my
affections.”

Men may choose many philosophies of life; but Jesus
drastically narrows the choice, as to the final outcome. In
our relation to God we must choose whether or not we
will build our character upon the teachings of Jesus. Jesus
Christ then is the foundation of the house we build. "For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 3:11)!

- Glenn Hitchcock

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord

Many circumstances in life are out of our
control. Perhaps it is the way people treat us. Perhaps it
is trials that press upon us and test our faith. Or
perhaps it is just “life,” or what Solomon called “time
and chance” (Ecc. 9:11). Whatever it may be, while we
may not be able to control the circumstances, we can
definitely control our response.

Habakkuk prophesied shortly before the rise of the
Babylonians to power. Things did not look good for
Judah at all. But after a back-and-forth with the Lord,
Habakkuk closed his prophecy with these words. Think
about them. Could you say this?

“Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on
the vines; though the labor of the olive may fail, and
the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off
from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—Yet |
will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God of my
salvation. The Lord God is my strength; He will make
my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on
my high hills” (Hab. 3:17-19). May we have that depth
of faith!

David Sproule
Thought for the Day
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Melson’s Musings ...

-continued from page one
Confession of Christ acknowledges the fulfillment of
prophecy, the recognition of Christ's mission to save man,
and the completion of God's scheme of redemption. "She
saith unto him, Yea, Lord: | believe that thou art the
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the
world" (John 11:27). This confession also becomes a
continued proclamation to be held and treasured. "Fight
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession
before many witnesses" (1Timothy 6:12). It also
demonstrates the indwelling of the Spirit of God by a
continued confession in life. "Whoso shall confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in
God" (1 John 4:15).

What brings about such an important and astonishing
confession? In the case of the blind man, it was what
Jesus had done for him that caused him to confess Christ
(John 9:22-38). While not involved in the miraculous acts
of Jesus, nevertheless the recognition and acceptance of
what Jesus has done for man through His life and sacrifice
upon the cross should also bring about confession of Him
today (Romans 10:9-10).

Man must ever remain true to his confession of Christ, for
Christ will confess only those who will confess Him.
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will | confess also before my Father which is in
heaven" (Matthew 10:32). But how terrible His denial of
those who deny him! " Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out

devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. " (Matthew 7:21-
23).

The importance of your confession is summarized in the
way you live that profession out in your life. You must
remain true to Him whom you confess![Ed

For Such a Time as This: Restoring God’s People in Ezra,
Nehemiah and Esther, the 87th Annual Freed-Hardeman
Bible Lectureship, was very profitable. It was not only
good to be with faithful brethren, but to see many whom |
had not seen in years! | thank God for allowing me the
opportunity to participate in this years lectureship. Steven
Lloyd, Tim Dooley, Hiram Kemp, and B.J. Clarke all send
their greetings

q

Revive Us Again in 2023 — Psalm 85:6

Our Spring Gospel Meeting Dates: March 12-17,
2023 with Dan Jenkins of West Palm Beach, FL

& Text-To-Give: Those members who desire to use the
Text-To-Give on Sundays follow the directions below:

q

Text to Give: (844) 542-1443
Specific Amount: Text "GIVE (AMOUNT)"

First-Time Donor Setup

Initial donations can be completed in less than 60 seconds.
1. Donors text "GIVE" to 844-542-1443.

2. New donors will receive a link in a text message to a secure

online donation form to enter basic contact info, donation
details, and credit card and payment info to complete
their donation.
3. Donors will receive a confirmation via text message.
4. An email receipt will be sent within 30 minutes.

Listen every Sunday morniﬁg to the
program: Landmarks for Living. It
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.co

Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. P
if possible. ‘

NEWS AND NOTES

Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;

http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)
View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30

Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38

* & & o o o

Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18

The Gospel Must Be Heard — John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16



http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

