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RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE April 09 BRETHREN TO | BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM

Bible Class 25

Attendance AM 31 Opening Prayer Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas

Attendance PM 34 Song Leader Patrick Cook Michael Blanks, Jr.

Wednesday PM 24 Lead Lord’s Supper | Norris Cole Norris Cole
PRAYER REQUESTS Server 1 Lyle Cole Lyle Cole

Prayer for Health: Phil Tydings (MVH); Richard Server 2 Jerry Thomas Jerry Thomas

Melson; C.D. Arnett; Virginia & Ron Robbins; Ruby Cole; Scripture Reader .

Otis & Glenna Adair; Richard & Florine Thomas; Betty p James Grigsby Frank Brock

Blakely (Stones Springs); Debbie Rowland; and Mary
Rutland; Patrick Cook (tests); Jerry Thomas (tests)
Traveling: Richard Melson, Jr.; Norris Cole, Il; Michael
Blanks, Jr.; Mozilla Tate; Willis family;

Sermon

Richard Melson

Richard Melson

Prayer for Responses

Patrick Thomas

Patrick Thomas

Prayers: Richard Melson, Jr (work related) Closing Prayer Chris Poole Chris Poole
Repe.ntance: Announcements Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby
Baptism:
Sympathy: Families of Steven Crane; Raymond Sweet Greeter John Bouse John Bouse
Birthdays: April — 8 Beulah Farmer; 11 Mary Usher . .
’ Anthony Grigsb Anthony Grigsb
Sanders; 12 Diane Cole (Lyle) and Jacob Hoover; 23 Norris Y gsby Y gsby
Cole, Sr.; 25 Carolyn Johnson; 30 Gladys Chittick Usher
Anniversaries: April — 1 Otis & Glenna Adair and C.D.
& Judy Arnett
Ladies Reading Group: Zoom Class will be postponed
until a later date. Continue to study lesson 5.
Potter Children’s Home:
A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer
“Pray without ceasing”
1 Thessalonians 5:17
TO OUR VISITORS

church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church” and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
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Sunday
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EASTER

Tom Moore

Issue 15

Today is the annual holiday called by many "Easter Sunday." Millions celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus on this date. Many consider "Easter" the most holy of all religious
holidays. Strangely, for some, it marks the only time they attend a worship assembly. Did
you realize that the first century church did not observe a yearly celebration of the Lord's
resurrection? The word "Easter" is found only once in the King James Version of the Bible
(Acts 12:4).

The word, pascha, is translated incorrectly and should be translated as "Passover," as it is
translated elsewhere in the King James Version. It is certain that the New Testament
contains no reference to a yearly observance of the resurrection of Christ. The word
"Easter" actually comes from an Anglo-Saxon word, Eastre, and is the name for a Teutonic
goddess of spring and fertility. This being the case, we should be prompted to ask some
inquiring questions about this annual holiday. Should the Lord's church involve herself in
such a holiday?

The exact time Easter began to be celebrated is not known, although there are references
to it as early as the second century AD. Those who adopted it did not observe it uniformly,
nor was it observed at the same time. Some observed it on the day believed to have been
the resurrection day, regardless of the day of the week when it occurred. Others observed
it always on the Sunday nearest to the day believed to have been the day of Jesus
resurrection. In AD 325, the Council of Nicea fixed the day on a Sunday, but did not specify
which Sunday. Finally, in the seventh century, Easter was decreed to be celebrated on the
first Sunday after the first full moon succeeding the vernal equinox (March 21), and always
after the Jewish Passover. If the full moon occurs on a Sunday, Easter is the Sunday after.
By this arrangement, Easter may take place as early as March 22, or as late as April 25.

Paul gives warning regarding "Feast Days", he expressed his concern for the church in
Galatia, 4:8-11. He does not say that their practice was wrong per se, only that he is
concerned.

From the context, Paul's concern was with the "why" they were doing these things. If they
were placing a religious connotation on the celebrating of these feasts Paul says, they
would be in error. Paul was not opposed to observing various feasts for he kept Jewish
customs when expedient (1 Cor. 9:19-20). Paul had Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:1-3). He
took a vow (Acts 18:18). He sought to keep a Jewish feast in Jerusalem (Acts 18:19-21).
Paul also participated in purification ceremonies, which included animal sacrifices (Acts
21:17-26; Num. 6:13-20).

However, Paul makes it very plain that the practicing of such feasts should be kept on an
individual basis (Rom. 14:5-6), that it should not be bound on others (Gal. 2:3-5), and that
it is to have nothing to do with our justification in Christ (Gal. 5:4-6). Where Paul drew
the line for right or wrong in keeping feasts was in making such matters church doctrine or
practice, where people were compelled to do them.

(continued on page three)
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Words of Wisdom For Youth ... 1 Timothy 4:12

Brain misfiring

A Cracked Water Pot

A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung on
each end of a pole which he carried across his neck. One
of the pots had a crack in it, and while the other pot was
perfect and always delivered a full portion of water at the
end of the long walk from the stream to the master's
house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. For a full
two years this went on daily, with the bearer delivering
only one and a half pots full of water in his master's
house. Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its
accomplishments, perfect to the end for which it was
made. But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own
imperfection, and miserable that it was able to
accomplish only half of what it had been made to
do. After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter
failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day by the
stream. "l am ashamed of myself, and | want to apologize
to you." "Why?" asked the bearer. "What are you
ashamed of?" "I have been able, for these past two years,
to deliver only half my load because this crack in my side
causes water to leak out all the way back to your
master's house. Because of my flaws, you must do all this
work, and you don't get full value from your efforts," the
pot said.

The water bearer felt sorry for the old, cracked pot,
and in his compassion, he said, "As we return to the
master's house, | want you to notice the beautiful flowers
along the path." Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old
cracked pot took notice of the sun warming the beautiful
wildflowers on the side of the path, and this cheered it
some. But at the end of the trail, it still felt bad because it
had leaked out half its load, and so again it apologized to
the bearer for its failure. The bearer said to the pot, "Did
you notice that there were flowers only on your side of
your path, but not on the other pot's side? That's because
| have always known about your flaw, and | took
advantage of it. | planted flower seeds on your side of the
path, and every day while we walk back from the stream
you’ve watered them. For two years | have been able to
pick these beautiful flowers to decorate my master's
table. Without you being just the way you are, he would
not have this beauty to grace his house." Each of us has
our own unique flaws. We are all cracked pots. But if we
will allow it, the Lord will use our flaws to grace His
Father's table. In God's great economy, nothing goes to
waste.

~Unknown"
- Glenn Hitchcock

| think every preacher has been there. Unfortunately, it
happens to this preacher too often—most recently
saying that a certain church family had requested, “No
prayers,” instead of saying that they had requested,
“No visitors.” Big difference. Big mistake.

Aren’t you glad (and abundantly encouraged) that our
God never (not even once) had a brain misfire, a tongue
misfire or a deed misfire!? Folks will sometimes say
today (in various circumstances), “God doesn’t make
mistakes!” And that’s the absolute truth!

“As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is
proven” (Psa. 18:30). No one can justifiably say to God,
“You have done wrong” (Job 36:23), for He never
has! No one can (or ever has) served God as “His
counselor” or “showed Him the way of
understanding” (Isa. 40:13-14). When you pick up your
Bible, be reminded and assured that our God is perfect,
and therefore His Word is perfect (Psa. 19:7). Trust it
unconditionally!  The mind of God never
misfires!

David Sproule
Thought for the Day
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Melson’s Musings ...

(continued from page one)
Jesus gave stern warnings against the religious practice of
human traditions. He rebuked the Pharisees for their use
of traditions (Mark 7:1-13), for they made their traditions
necessary for all to observe (Mark 7:7) - thus, laying aside
the commands of God (Mark 7:8-9). The traditions of men
are wrong, then, when they become matters of doctrine,
and when they displace the commands of God by the very
keeping of the traditions.

WHAT KIND OF APPLICATION CAN WE MAKE
CONCERNING EASTER?

First of all, the Bible is silent regarding the yearly
observance of Christ's resurrection. Any yearly observance
is based on human tradition---not God's word.

Second, an annual observance of Easter by the church is
wrong, for it intertwines human traditions with God's
commands for His church. It forces people to observe
what is a human tradition.

Third, the Bible says the Lord's Supper is to be observed
each Sunday---not quarterly, not monthly, not yearly, but
weekly on each first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Notice
two reasons why this is done: 1) In remembrance of the
Lord (1 Corinthians 11:24-25), and 2) to proclaim the
Lord's death (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Neither Jesus nor His apostles ever taught us to observe
Easter, nor to make it a religious holiday. It is a
transgression of God's law to celebrate Easter as a
religious holiday. Celebrate Easter as you would
Thanksgiving (as secular holiday) if you will, but never
religiously.

& Potter Children's Home: Many thanks for the

commodities and clothes sent to Potter Children’s
Home last week.

& Equipped 2023 Practical Christianity—April 20-23

(Bowling Green, KY)

&  Summer Series 2023—Theme “Called Unto Holiness”,

June 7 — August 30, each Wednesday we’ll have a
different speaker for each subject. The tentative
schedule is:

Date Topic
7-June Holiness of God
14-June Holiness of Christ
21-June Holiness in Transformation
28-June Holiness and Worship
5-July Holiness and Respect for the Scriptures
12-July Holiness and Overcoming Temptation
19-July Holiness and Being a proper Example
26-July Holiness in Recreational Activities
2-August Holiness and Drug Use & Abuse
9-August Holiness and Abstaining from Evil
16-August Holiness and Personal Finance
23-August Holiness and Purity of Speech
30-August Holiness and Personal Maturity

-
i

Listen every Sunday mc‘)m'iﬁg'to the..
program: Landmarks for Living. It
98.7 FM, or at www.soulofdayton.co

Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. P
if possible. ;

NEWS AND NOTES

Visit these online resources: www.wvvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;

http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let (Let The Bible Speak); https://fun1071.fm; soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)
View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30

Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38

* & & o o o

Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18

The Gospel Must Be Heard — John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16



http://gbntv.org/
http://kibbystreetcoc.org/index.php/let
https://fun1071.fm

