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RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE Aug BRETHREN TO | BRETHREN TO
SERVE AM SERVE PM

Bible Class 53

Attendance AM 32 Opening Prayer Norris Cole Norris Cole

Attendance PM 30 Song Leader Michael Blanks, Jr. Patrick Cook

Wednesday PM 39 Lead Lord’s Supper | Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby
PRAYER REQUESTS Server 1 Chris Poole Chris Poole

Prayer for Health: Janis Bland; Phil & Kim Tydings; Server 2 James Grigsby Patrick Thomas

Anthony Taylor; Richard & Florine Thomas; Betty Blakely
(Stone Springs); Ron Robbins; Rhonda Fox; Dana Grigsby
(knee); Dwayne Eslick (hip replacement/home); Otis
Adair; Naomi Shields

Traveling: Norris Cole, Il; Norris and Diane Cole; Mozella

Scripture Reader

Ryan McGahee

Tony Moore

Sermon

Richard D. Melson

Richard D. Melson

Prayer for Responses

Frank Brock

Frank Brock

Tate;
Prayers: Closing Prayer Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas
Repentance: Announcements Lyle Cole Lyle Cole
Baptism:
Sympathy: Family of Ruby Cole (son, Timothy Jr) Greeter
Birthdays: August— 10-Diane Cole (Norris) 11— Usher . .
Anthony Gri Anthony Gri

Ashley Thomas; 20 — Ryan McGahee; Marie Tolley; 21— thony G ngy thony G ngy
Naree Poole; 27— LaMont Cole; 28 - Brenda Mamula; Usher
Anniversaries: August — 7—Dwayne & Tenda Eslick;
25— Richard & Valerie Melson 31-- Patrick &Penny Cook;
Patrick and Ashley Thomas
Ladies Reading Group: Zoom Class @ 6:00 PM Lesson 9
-10 in “Sisters, | Need You”

A.S.A.P. = Always Say A Prayer

“Pray without ceasing”
1 Thessalonians 5:17
TO OUR VISITORS

church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity.

Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison
with your “church”and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the
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Phone: (937) 274-6801
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Meeting Location:
2211 Needmore Rd
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Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study 9:30

Worship 10:30 A.M.
5:00 P.M.

1st Sunday No 5:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Preacher
Richard D. Melson
937-321-3973

dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com

Ministers
All Members

Supporting
Christian Courier
Southwest School of

Bible Studies: Austin,
X

®  Memphis School of

Preaching

®  Greater Midwest

Lectureship
Potter Children's Home

Midwestern School of
Preaching

®  (Central Carolina School

of Preaching

August 25, 2024 Issue 34

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS IN THE CHURCH

Dan Jenkins

The truths found in the Bible never become obsolete. They speak to us just as timely as
they did to those who first read them. Truth simply does not change, and each of us has an
obligation to ensure that our treasury of eternal truths is shared with others. This truth is
so clearly stated in Paul’s epistle to Timothy, his son in the faith. “And the things that you
have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).

If God had intended for there to be ongoing revelation for every generation until the
return of Jesus, there would have been no need for anyone to teach anything to others.
The Divine plan was obvious. Truth would be revealed supernaturally as the church began,
but there would be a natural continuation of truth as each generation taught the next.

Paul recognized that the end of his life was near as he wrote this second epistle to
Timothy. He had finished his work, and the crown of righteousness awaited him (2 Tim. 4:6
-8). Timothy’s work was not ended. Having heard the truth, he had to be committed to
learning it precisely. It then became his responsibility to find faithful men and give the
message to them. These men were to be faithful. They were to be trustworthy in their
responsibility. Like Timothy, they had no right to add anything to what had been given to
them. They had no right to remove or change the message in any way. They were simply to
take the message from the first century and begin a chain of unending and unchanging
truth to be given to every generation until the end of time. It is worthy to note that the
word “man” used by Paul is not the word indicating males. It is the word anthropos (from
which we get our word “anthropology”), indicating that all mortals, male and female, are
to be faithful in transmitting God’s truths from one generation to another.

The church is reproducing itself. Older Christians are to teach younger Christians. Older
women are to teach younger women. Elders are to insure that younger men are being
trained to replace them. The same is true of deacons, Bible class teachers, godly husbands
and godly wives. A failure to do this brings chaos and perils to the church. Those younger
than us hear us teach and, perhaps equally important, they see how these truths are lived
in daily situations.

We hear a lot about reproductive rights in our society. There is no area where this phrase
has greater importance. We not only have reproductive rights, we have reproductive
obligations. Think about this. What are you doing to reproduce the church in those around
you? &
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Words of Wisdom For Youth ... T Timothy 4:12

If Not Profits—What?

What drives Hollywood? Are they driven by profits, or by
something else? World reported (August 20, 2005) on a
study of movie profits done by the Dove Foundation.
They found that in 1989 to 2003 that G-rated films
released during that period generated an average of $80
million per movie. On the other hand, R-rated movies
released during that period generated an average of $7
million per film. So naturally, Hollywood wanted to
produce more G-rated films? Of course not. G-rated films
accounted for 4 percent of the films, and R-rated films
accounted for 52 percent of the films.

It kind of makes you wonder, doesn’t it. If G-rated
movies are more profitable, why are they still producing
so many R-rated movies? | realize the statistics above end
in 2003, but | don’t see any evidence of a change since
then. Even The Passion of the Christ was rated R. At Sam’s
Club recently | noticed that the critically acclaimed pro-
homosexual film Brokeback Mountain (rated R) was
bundled with another movie so that people would buy it.

Why doesn’t Hollywood get it? | believe it is
partly due to laziness or lack of ability among those who
make movies. It is a whole lot easier to throw in some sex
and get the movie to the theaters than to put in the effort
and talent needed to produce something that is really
worthwhile and worth watching.

And then there is the fact of the one who controls
our secular world (and Hollywood). “But if our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:3
-4). We can rejoice that we belong to God, “Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom
we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14). [It has not
changed in nearly two decades—RDM]

— Bob Prichard

That’s an easy one to dismiss

N

So, you read through lists of sins in the Bible, and some
of them you easily dismiss, perhaps thinking, “That’s
not an issue for me. I'm not tempted by that at
all. That’s in there for other people.” Perhaps we
should take just a moment to do a quick introspection
on one.

In 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, along with the fornicators,

adulterers, homosexuals, etc., God lists
“idolaters.” In Revelation 21:8, along with the sexually
immoral and sorcerers, God lists

“idolaters.” In Revelation 22:15, along with murderers,
God lists “idolaters.” Look at the list in Ephesians
5. Along with the fornicator, impure person and those
who engage in foolish talking, God lists “idolaters.” But
in this passage (as in Colossians 3:5), God identifies who
He is talking about. Read the full paragraph. God is not
talking about “idolaters” who bow down to stone or
wood images. He identifies the “idolater” as the
“covetous” person (Eph. 5:5).

Friend, are you greedy? Do you have a tendency to
want more (and more)? God says that being covetous is
being an “idolater.” Maybe that's not so easy to
dismiss!

David Sproule
Thought for the Day

God’s Scheme of Redemption |
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Melson’s Musings ...
School Is Starting-What Do | Need to Learn?

It’s that time of year when school is starting back up for
teachers and students (from Pre-K through College). The
emotional response to that statement is so widely (and
wildly) diverse, especially among students. So, what will
you learn this year? What do you need to learn? The
complaint too often is, “When will | ever use this in real
life?” Let me give you some things to learn that you will
definitely use, and they will have a real impact on a real
life in heaven!

Learn that one plus one equals two. Sounds pretty basic,
right? It will come in handy when you’re studying the
Bible and read verses that tie two components together
to bring about a result. Jesus told the rich young ruler,
“Sell what you have [ONE] and [PLUS] give to the
poor [ONE], and you will [EQUALS] have treasure in
heaven [RESULT]” (Matt. 19:21). It is obvious that the
result (heaven) would never be achievable without both
components (sell AND give) being done. The same exact
structure is found in Mark 16:16. “He who believes
[ONE] and [PLUS] is baptized [ONE] will [EQUALS] be
saved [RESULT].” It is obvious that the result (be saved)
would never be achievable without both components
(believe AND baptized) being done. One plus one equals
twol!

Learn that words have meaning. Not too complicated,
right? It will come in handy when you’re studying the
Bible and trying to understand God’s perspective and
God’s will (which may, and likely will be, different than
man’s perspective and man’s will). Every word of the
Bible was specifically chosen by God, and they need to be
defined as He used them. Jesus taught, “Whoever
marries her who is divorced commits adultery” (Matt.
19:9). The word “adultery” has a meaning—“unlawful
intercourse with the spouse of another.” But wait! If a
woman gets divorced, doesn’t that mean she is not

married anymore? If someone else marries her (after she
is divorced), how can he be committing a sin “with the
spouse of another”? Here we learn, by the meaning of
the word, that God still considers her to be married to the
first spouse (regardless of what civil law has
done). Words have meaning!
Learn the significance of the word “the.” Seriously easy,
right? It will come in handy when you’re studying the
Bible and knowing that the definite article “the” identifies
a definite, unique or particular person, place or thing (and
not just “any” person, place or thing). Jesus spoke of “the
way that leads to life” (Matt. 7:14), which specifies that
there is only one. In like manner, the Lord specifies
“the gospel” (Gal. 1:7), “the faith” (Gal. 1:23),
“the truth” (Gal. 3:1), “the doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16),
“the way” (2 Pet. 2:21), “the body” (Col. 1:18),
“the church” (Eph. 5:23), etc. When God uses the
definitive article, He means only one! Learn “the”!
So much to learn, but don’t overlook the basics!.

-David Sproule <.~

Summer Series: Principles of Victorious Christian Living

| want to thank each of the preachers who have already
taught to help us live for the Lord! One thing that every
Christian should be desirous of doing is to sow and water
the seed of the kingdom. &~

& Summer Series 2024: Principles of Victorious
Christian Living, each Wednesday June 5—August 28

& Gospel Meeting—Tipp City, Sept. 8-11 (Wednesday
9/11, our services will be at Tipp City)

& 2024 Theme: Seeking The Lost

-

Listen every Sunday vmiérﬁ;iuhgmto th'ex'
program; Landmarks for Living. It}

if possible.

NEWS AND NOTES

Visit these online resources: www.wvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/;

www.soulofdayton.com (8:00 AM)

View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM
Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org for lessons from faithful brethren.

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30
The Gospel Must Be Heard — John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32
The Gospel Must Be Believed—]John 8:24; Mark 16:16

Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38

*® & & o o o

Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37
There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18



http://gbntv.org/

