
TO OUR VISITORS 
Our goal in the church of Christ is to be the New Testament church, which you can read about in the Bible. We invite you to 
observe our worship assemblies, the doctrine that is taught and the structure of the church organization. Make a close comparison 
with your “church”and the church of the Bible -- The Church of Christ. We also invite you to join us as we strive to be the 
church of the Bible and restore New Testament Christianity. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer for Health: Carlene Harley;  Otis Adair (home); 

Marie Tolley; Richard & Florine Thomas; Pat Norris 
(home); Betty Blakely (Stone Springs); Janis Bland; Richard 
D. Melson;  

Traveling:  Richard Melson, Jr.; Mozella Tate; Richard 

&Valerie Melson; Ashley and Alexandria Thomas 

Prayers:  - Carolyn Johnson 

Repentance:  
Baptism:  
Sympathy:   
Member Birthdays: July — 2—Richard Melson, Jr.; 

6—Penny Cook; 8—Rachel Blanks; 15– Glenna Adair; 22—
Otis Adair; 9—Ruby Nickell   

Anniversaries: July —  23—Chad and Jennifer Arnett; 

30 Norris & Diane Cole 

Ladies Reading Group: Zoom Class July 23 @ 6:00 PM 

Chapter 9 in “The Begging Place” 
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Needmore Road church of Christ 
2211 Needmore Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-9998 
 

Place  
Stamp 
Here 

Visit our website at https://www.needmoreroadcoc.com 

RECORDS YOU HELPED MAKE 

Bible Class  49 

Attendance AM 65 

Attendance PM 32 

Wednesday PM 45 

A.S.A.P.  =  Always Say A Prayer 
 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

July 19 BRETHREN TO 
SERVE   AM 

BRETHREN TO 
SERVE  PM 

Opening Prayer Lyle Cole Lyle Cole 

Song Leader Chris Poole Michael Blanks, Jr. 

Lead Lord’s Supper Lyle Cole Lyle Cole 

Server 1 Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Server 2 Jerry Thomas Jerry Thomas 

Scripture Reader Ryan McGahee Frank Brock 

Sermon Richard D. Melson Richard D. Melson 

Prayer for Responses Patrick Thomas Patrick Thomas 

Closing Prayer Steve Washington Steve Washington 

Announcements Richard D. Melson Richard D. Melson 

Greeter Frank Brock Frank Brock 

Usher Anthony Grigsby Anthony Grigsby 

Usher     

Robert Lupo 

 
 
In the middle ages, the joust became a very popular event. It was a battle between 
warriors of the noble class showing off their skills to win prizes. It was very dangerous and 
violent. 
 
The event mainly served as entertainment for the people, but there were a couple 
secondary benefits. It kept the skills of these professional soldiers sharp, and it served as 
an outlet for their aggression. Knights were raised for the purpose of battle. They went 
through years of rigorous training from a young age so that they could effectively fight 
wars. If that kind of skill isn’t put into practice, there is a high chance they might lose it or 
find themselves getting into trouble. 
 
Something very similar can happen when a Christian doesn’t actively practice their faith. 
Christians have been created for a very important purpose: to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). The New Testament tells us that we are to be soldiers for Christ in 
this effort (1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3). We have been issued weapons to fight this battle (2 
Cor. 10:4-6; Eph. 6:17), we have been fitted with armor to protect us (Eph. 6:11-18), and 
we have been taught how to use them (2 Tim. 1:13; 3:16-17). If we do not put these into 
practice, we will lose them, and we will probably find ourselves getting into trouble. 
 
It is hard for a lazy Christian to remain a Christian. A soldier of Christ requires training. 2 
Timothy 2:15 tells us, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” If we are lazy in our studies, 
we will grow weak in the knowledge of the Bible. 
 
A soldier of Christ also requires missions. The gospel message was the primary drive for 
Paul and the early church. Paul said in Acts 20:24, “But none of these things move me; nor 
do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” If we are 
lazy in sharing the gospel, we will lose our purpose. 
 
When Christians forget their purpose, it becomes much easier to fall into sin. 2 
Thessalonians 3:11 tells us of Christians who stopped working and became disorderly and 
busybodies. Instead of being occupied with the Lord’s work, they fixated on the affairs of 
others. What was Paul’s solution? In verse 13, he tells us, “…do not grow weary in doing 
good.” 
 
As soldiers of Jesus Christ, we have the most important purpose in the entire world: to 
bring souls to Jesus. If we want to remain in Christ, we cannot neglect our purpose.    
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www.needmoreroadcoc.com 
Phone: (937) 274-6801 
Fax:     (937) 999-4949 

 
 

Meeting Location:  
2211 Needmore Rd 
Dayton, OH 45414 

 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

Sunday 
Bible Study 9:30  

Worship 10:30 A.M. 
5:00 P.M.  

 
1st Sunday No 5:00 PM  

 
Wednesday  
Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. 

 
  

Preacher 
Richard D. Melson 

937-321-3973 
dr.rdmelson@yahoo.com 

 

 
Ministers 

All Members 
 
 
 

Supporting 

• Christian Courier   

• Southwest School of 
Bible Studies: Austin, 
TX 

• Memphis School of 
Preaching 

• Greater Midwest     
Lectureship  

• Potter Children’s Home 

• Midwestern School of 
Preaching 

• Central Carolina School 
of Preaching 

An Active Christian Remains a Christian 
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Coldness of Heart 
 
 
 

This is the condition of heart or mind that every person 
should eliminate. It is very hurtful to many people, 
especially to the person who has this sinful attitude. 
Coldness of heart drives out the most beautiful grace 
known to men of earth or the angels of heaven. That grace 
is love. Coldness of heart also drives from us our best 
friends and we are soon isolated. We become friendless 
and very lonely in life. On the other hand, warmness of 
heart is a blessing to many people, especially to the 
person who has this Christian attitude. “Love one 
another.” 
 
 
 

“Bulletin Briefs” 
 

• “The good listener is not only popular everywhere, but 

after a while he accumulates some information.” 

 

• “If you want a 'place in the sun,' expect to get a lot of 

blisters.” 

 

• “The church has less to fear from energetic devils than 

from idle saints.” 

 

• “The willing horse gets the heaviest load, but the most 

oats.” 

 

• It only takes one counterfeit Christian to put them all 

under suspicion. Some will remember a lie for years 

but forget the truth in five minutes. 

 

• The preacher met one of his backsliding members on 

the street on Monday. He stopped him and said: “I'm 

told that you went to a ball game instead of church 

Sunday.” “That's a lie,” cried the man, “And I've got 

the fish to prove it.”  
 
 

 
- Bulletin Digest  

Could my heart be hardened? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We read in the Bible of people whose hearts became 
hardened against God, especially Pharaoh (Ex. 8-
14). We may not understand everything about that, but 
we tend to look down on those individuals and assume 
it would never happen to us. Could it? 
 
“Can I ask you to consider this?” 
 
When members in need are announced at church, do 
you take special note to actually pray and reach 
out? When activities of the church and groups in the 
church are announced, do you mark it down and look 
forward to participating? When volunteers are sought 
for some church effort, do you eagerly jump in and 
volunteer? When materials are made available before 
or after services to pick up, do you grab all you 
can? When you’re sitting in a class or worship, are you 
plugged in, tuned in and soaking it all in? OR…is your 
response to each of these (and other opportunities) 
just the opposite? In fact, does this very article turn 
you off? 
 
God warns Christians in the New Testament to not 
harden their hearts (Heb. 3:8, 13, 15; 4:7). Ask: Could 
my heart be hardened? It matters eternally (Heb. 3:16-
19; 4:1-10). ?    
           
                           

 David Sproule 
Thought for the Day 
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Melson’s Musings … 

GOD’S PLAN FOR MAN’S SALVATION 
“Sirs, What must I do to be saved?” Acts 16:30 

 The Gospel Must Be Heard — John 6:44-45; Romans 10:17; John 8:32 
 The Gospel Must Be Believed—John 8:24; Mark 16:16 
 Sins Must Be Repented of — Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38 
 Christ Must Be Confessed—Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37 
 There Must Be Baptism (Immersion) for Remission (forgiveness) of Sins—Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21 
 Christian Growth and Faithfulness—1 Peter 2:2; Revelation 2:10; 2 Peter 3:18 

• Visit these online resources: www.wvbs.org ; www.apologeticspress.org ; www.searchtv.org; http://gbntv.org/; 
• View: In Search of the Lord’s Way— Dish- Sunday 7:00 am Channel 239; DirecTV Channel 307; GBN 7 PM; 

www.anchorofthesoultv.com  
• Check out Tullstar Archives at http://media.Tullstar.org  for lessons from faithful brethren.  

NEWS AND NOTES 

There can be no thousand-year reign of Jesus on the earth 
when He returns if there is no earth. Does the Bible teach 
that when He comes again that this earth will cease to 
be? If it is destroyed, then that theory of the millennial 
reign of Jesus is false. Recently, we looked at 2 Peter 3:9-
10, which clearly states that the entire earth, even the 
elements from which it is made, will be destroyed. Look at 
the following passages which also show this truth. 
 
Jesus also clearly states this earth will come to an end. 
Look at what our Lord said in His Sermon on the Mount. 
He contrasted the abiding nature of every jot or tittle of 
the law with the future of this earth. He affirmed that “…
heaven and earth will pass away” (Matt. 5:18). The 
opening words of the Bible describe how God created the 
heaven and the earth. In the opening public discourse of 
Jesus, He affirmed that the time would come when the 
same heaven and earth would pass away. 
 
Near the end of His life, Jesus stood on the Mount of 
Olives and again affirmed that God’s plan was for heaven 
and earth to come to an end. As He affirmed in the 
Sermon on the Mount the abiding nature of the Old 
Testament, He affirmed the abiding nature of His New 
Testament. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away” (Matt. 24:35). He was 
the One through whom the heaven and earth were 
created (John 1:3), and He knew their destiny. Heaven 
and earth will pass away! Jesus said they would, and that 
should settle the matter for all mankind. 
 
The book of Hebrews describes the destiny of the earth. 
“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the 

 

earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They 
will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like 
a garment; like a cloak You will fold them up…” (Heb. 1:10
-12). The earth is growing old like our garments, and like 
we fold garments up when they have fulfilled their 
purpose, so God will fold this earth up when it has fulfilled 
its purpose. It will perish! 
 
What will He do with this earth? Look at the passage 
again. It will perish. What does perish mean? This Greek 
word destroy is the same word used in the action of 
Herod in his attempt to kill Jesus when He was an infant 
(Matt. 2:13). It is used to describe what the Pharisees 
wanted to do with Jesus (Matt. 12:14). Jesus used this 
same word to describe what the Roman army would do 
when Jerusalem was destroyed (Matt. 21:41). 
 
If there is no earth after He returns, there can be no place 
for the millennium. The Bible clearly shows that God who 
made the earth will destroy it. There will be no earth!     

- Dan Jenkins 
  
 _______________________________________________ 
 Summer Series: Mark Phillips Cincinnati, OH—Hebrews 

chapter 8 
 Congregation Picnic August 1, 2026 11:00 AM—4:00 PM at 

building  
 Youth Rally — August, 21-22, 2026 with Gale Nelson of 

Miami, FL 
 
 
 
 

God Created the Earth and Will Destroy It 

Listen every Sunday morning to the weekly radio 
program: Landmarks  for Living. It broadcasts on 
98.7 FM, 1110 AM ; FM 104.3 or at 
www.soulofdayton.com or WGNZ.COM each 
Sunday morning at 8:00—8:30 AM. Plan to listen in 

http://gbntv.org/
http://www.anchorofthesoultv.com

